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Summary

Literature in the Latter Half of the 1950s

Young-Hwa Kim

This paper studies Korean literature in the latter half of the 1950s(from January 1955
through April 1960) from the viewpoint of the history of literature. This period, which is
called the postwar age covers a stage of stability, from 1955 through Aplil 19, 1960,
climbing out of the turmoil of a war, by such means as armistice and the return of the
Government. This period was that of a halting of a war and its aftermath, people
suffering from gloom, despair, poverity, dictatorship and the breakdown of a traditional
values.

The main current of this stage reflected the atmosphere of this age and of society. That
is, the post-war literture was mainstream, led not by the literary men of the old
generation but by those of a new generation. For exemple, novelists Kim Sung-han, Oh
Young-soo, Chang Yong-hak, Son Chan-sup, Chung han-sook, Lee Byum-son, Oh Sang-
won, Han Mal-sook, Ha Keun-chan and Song Byung-soo, poets, Song Wook, Min Jea-sik,
Park Bong-woo, Park Jea-sam, Lee Hyung-ki and critics Song Wook, Lee O-ryung, You
Chong-ho, Lee Chul-bom and Choi Il-soo were active in their works.

The characteristics of this period in literary history were mainly the problems of human
existence after the war, the problems of the loss of humanity and literary expression of
collapse of morals and values. Critics develop their own new approaches with the
bakground knowledge of existentialism and analytic criticism, free from impressionistic
appreciative criticism.

The mainstream of literature in the latter half of the 1950s is postwar literature.
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