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< abstract >
A Study on Degree Adverbs as Noun Modifiers through ‘7’

Shiro Sakuma

‘Adverb’ has been considered an insignificant teaching and learning item in the field
of Japanese education. To speak natural Japanese, however, using appropriate adverbs is
necessary. In fact, more and more researchers have studied ‘adverb’ recently, but there is
still a lot more needs to investigate the use of adverb, and the use of ‘degree adverb’ —
which gives information about the extent or degree of something - is not exceptional.

This study focuses on the use of degree adverbs as noun modifiers through ‘7>’.
Specifically, this study investigates under what conditions and with what meanings

degree adverbs can modify nouns. The results of this study are as follow.

1) First, among the adverbs and nouns related to this study, this research
explores what kinds of degree adverbs can modify certain kinds of nouns and what k
inds of nouns can be modified by degree adverbs. The findings on this question are d

ivided into three categories below.

QETL - lFXE7 -T2 8D oA EbDTIEFIC - bDIz < Th
W2 e RTIZ -0k - F o5& 35212 - wH7ZA & cannot modify
any kinds of nouns.

QT VBA Kl DL b DL eBr ok a) Y LT
can modify whichever kinds of nouns.

@& 2+ v £ 9 cannot modify certain kinds of nouns.

2) Second, the questions on what meanings these degree adverbs — which can modify
nouns through ‘@’ — could add to modified nouns are answered by analyzing
authentic Japanese sentences. It is revealed, as a result, that these degree adverbs
could be divided into four categories based on the degree of quantity which nouns

PpOssess.

Ok 1 - & - L’ shows adjective characteristics and modify nouns in noun
phrases which are easy to measure quantitative degrees.

@ F 3 A - #5RE - %/ quantitatively modify nouns in noun phrases only



easy to measure quantitative degrees.
@7 - Y « L1 & can quantitatively modify nouns in noun phrases
only easy to measure quantitative degrees, and these adverbs also modify

degree scale.

3Ly W Eh « vvo £ 97 cannot quantitatively modify nouns. By

analyzing what have been found so far, it is finally concluded as seen below.

(DIt is based on the modification strength of either degree or quantity which the
adverbs have that degree adverbs can function as either degree or quantity adverbs.
@Degree adverbs can also quantitatively modify nouns through ‘?’, and the

functions of these adverbs which the adverbs have on modified nouns can differ by

the strength of quantity degree of the adverbs.
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