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<ABSTRACT>

The social status of koryd Women in fKoryd history,

- mainly concerning women’s wedding relationship

Kang, min-soon

History Education Major Graduate School of Education,

Cheju National University Cheju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Jin, young-il

This study is concerned with the social status of koryd women. I'm
sorry that the existing study of women fail to get out of the political
history on the topics, so that this study is chiefly focused on the women's
life and based on selected koryd period

For this, I analyzed lots of historical data about women. To begin with, I
examined the wedding cases of the koryd women in order to see that how
was their social position, especially concerning their succession to a property
when they got married or not. I also observed what role women played and
what status they occupied through the family register. On the last chapter, I
showed what the Buddism had effects on the social structure of koryd in
those days, In addition, I displayed what the sacrifical rituals of the
Buddism and religious life of women influenced on women's inheritance.

The following is to summerize these conclusions.

First, it is allowed to make free friends with man and women in koryd,

when there were a lot of free marriage and intermarriage. As a result. it



was possible for women to succeed to their family and to perform a
sacrificial rite(a kind of ceremony that smooths their the deceased relative's
souls and prays the other world)

Second, there were frezuent case that women were divorced without any
special reason, though, these were not a weakness for them to remarry.

In those days, there were many cases for women to get married again
with not only their own property but also that of the former husband.
Futhermore, they could raise their own social level since they had
remarriaged because their husband was of higher social status than
ex-husband. The government authorities took moral steps toward these
social phenomenon and encouraged especially that women should remain
faithful to their deceased husband and gave them the titles of nobility.

Third, koryd women could inherit their parents estate and also had a
right to dispose of their property freely regardless of their marring or not.

Fourth, women also were able to be the master of a house a family
register. Though this, we can see that it is formed without sex
discrimination and worked the principle, the oldest the first.

Finally, the Buddism of koryd enabled the social structure of koryd to be
level with and ensured women’s social status. This religion also played a
positive role that women could have a free conversation and argument
through a religious life. In the late koryd, nevertheless, there were many
evils such as the Buddism’s secular and the disorder of customs, so that
koryd society was getting corrupted in social and economical aspects.

In the Chosun Dynasty, at last, the women's life became more and more
isolated owing to strict patriarchy and the etizuette of a family.

In the conclusion, there was full of social atmosphere to respect women

in koryd period.
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