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[Abstract]

Jeju Citizens’ Consciousness on and Behavior towards

Climate Change

Climate change is one of the big environmental issues in Korea and all
over the world as well. Most of the current serious natural disasters having
occurred are caused by climate change. A lot of studies on people's
consciousness on its seriousness and how many people realize about the
current state of climate change are in progress.

This thesis 1s aimed at analyzing the salient demographic and
socio—economic profiles of Jeju citizens in terms of their consciousness on
and behavior towards climate change. The aim is extended to analyze the
influence of environmentalism and consumerism as a value-system on the
consciousness and behavior being configured.

The consciousness on climate change is a sub-concept of environmental
consciousness, being defined as the extent how strongly people support the
necessity against climate change and practice in everyday life on the basis of
their knowledge itself and understanding on the knowledge.

In order to achieve the objectives, this thesis a sample survey with 300
adults aged 20 and over was conducted with a structured questionnaire. The
following were found to be significant from the sample survey.

Age, educational attainment, household monthly, residential area, and
occupation are the significant demographic and socio—economic profiles
impacting on the determination of the consciousness on climate change.
However, environmentalism and consumerism were found to be determined
significantly by residential area, gender, and household monthly income.

Environmentalism and consumerism were found to be more significant factors
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determining the consciousness on climate change than demographic and
socio—economic factors.

Based on the above findings, the significance of this thesis is to analyze
the consciousness on climate change as a current hot issues prevailing in all
over the world, even though the research was done with special reference to
Jeju citizens. Another significance is that this thesis attempted to analyze the
causal relationship between the two factors - demographic and
socio—economic profiles, the consciousness on and behavior towards climate

change.
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