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{ Abstract »

Study on Poetic Consciousness in Kim, Jong-sam

Koh, Kyung-rim
Korean Language Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Kim, Byung-tack

The purpose of this study is to consider the objects, the transformation, and
the structure of consciousness, and then to manifest the peculiarities and the
meaning of poetic history about Kim, Jong-sam’s poetry. The contents of the
body are as follows:

The objects and transformation of consciousness given in the poems of
Kim, Jong-sam are derived from his experiences in his childhood. The
experiences with death encountered during childhood appear as the awareness
of the non-existence of space. While his other experiences are indicated as the
consciousness of an illusion which is colored by the beautiful images and the
affirmative awareness about real-life is combined with the image of water,

music, and a dreamy hometown. His poems present the communication with

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education.
Cheju National Univesity in partial fulfillmen of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August, 1996.
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dead artists, the sense of mystery about it, the moral purgation which is never
achieved in the reality, and the space of happiness which is not obtained in
the reality. His awareness of a lost hometown is the fact that enables him to
have the wandering in the reality and the tragic view of the world. He
clearly compared the visionary world that he sought after with the external
reality, by doing so he deepened his tragic view of world.

Kim, Jong-sam recognized that ’self(ego)’ is identical with ’the world’, and
in his poems the awareness of death and of life are repeatedly represented as
the horizontal structure. Moreover he is aware of ’self’ and ‘time’ in the
same category. He regards reality as the absurd and tragic object, and gave
us the will of overcoming the suffering of reality in the visionary world
through rising above ’time’. His awareness wanted the identification of ’the
world’ and ’self® to not be restricted by time and space in reality but
accepting the closure and opening of the interior. His consciousness in seeking
for ’an open world’ was confused by the limitation of reality. It disregarded,
however, the limitation of death and life, leaped over the time of 'past’ and
*future’ and reached the world of ’peace’, where it doesn’t place value on the
secular life after all.

The starting point of the poetic consciousness of Kim, Jong-sam is the
conflict between the illusion and the reality or between life and death. The
place he sought for is a transcendental world, which is the object of the
continuous groping for the eternal world. Indeed, Kim, Jong-sam showed us
his will to overcome and transcend the conflict and the negative consciousness
of the ruined real-life. He'd like to overcome this with poetic embodiment
and seek for the pure and peaceful life.

The meaning of poetic history in his poetry can be found by trying to
overcome the consciousness of nihility and ideal meaninglessness in the 50’s

and 60’s which came from the experience of war. He had something in
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common with Kim, Chun-soo in the ontological awareness of poetry and life.
But in Kim, Chun-soo, the intention to investigate existence by manifesting
the real substance of life and objects is more ideal than Kim, Jong-sam. Kim,
Jong-sam’s intention is revealed as the desire for the warmth and peacefulness

of life.
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