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ABSTRACT

A Study on Pre-Listening Activities:

the case of school children in the sixth grade

Go Seon-gyeong

Major in Elementary Korea Language Education
Graduate School of Education

Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Lee Ju-seop

The purpose of this study was to present a feasible and workable
pre-listening teaching method for elementary school, as the focus of the
study was placed on pre-listening activities as one of listening teaching
stages. Listening is the first and prolonged means of communication that
people experience, and that accounts for a large portion of children’s school
lives. Listening education is the foundation for the development of verbal
ability and helps 1improve the social relationship and listening
comprehension of learners. For the reasons, the 7th national curricula place

emphasis on listening, but there are few sequential pre-listening education

_56_

@ jeju



or activities in the curricula though that is the same comprehension activity
as reading.

The application of pre-listening activities as part of curriculum definitely
has a great impact on the listening ability and habits of learners, and that
was why this study focused on pre-listening education.

Chapter 2 described the characteristics and function of pre-listening
activities as part of listening process. Pre-listening activities are part of
sequential listening process that is naturally linked to listening. They are
the basis of listening activities that helps boost learner comprehension, and
provide motivation to students. And listening can be incorporated into
reading, writing or speaking. Pre-listening activities basically feature four
different functions: building up background knowledge, confirming the
purpose of listening, predicting the content and questioning. Pre- listening
activities were selected in Chapter 4 by the standards.

Chapter 3 looked into the state of pre-listening activities by analyzing
listening textbooks and conducting a survey on teachers. The textbooks
investigated mostly involved pre-listening activities only in the form of
pictures. Unlike pre-reading activities, the kinds of pre-listening activities
that aimed at increasing background knowledge weren’t included. When
teachers were surveyed, it’s also found that pre-listening activities were
mainly composed of just looking at textbook pictures and having a talk
about them. The results of the textbook analysis and survey justified the
necessity of specific pre-listening education.

Chapter 4 selected eight different sorts of pre-listening activities in
consideration of their unique characteristics and functions discussed in
Chapter 2. How to guide pre-listening activities was explained in detail, and
an actual teaching case and how children responded to that were described.

After the eight pre-listening activities were performed, another survey

was conducted on the children, and the collected answer sheets were
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analyzed.

The findings of the study were as follows:

Teachers were aware of the importance of pre-listening activities and
carried them out in their own manner. Unlike reading education, however,
there wasn’t sufficient information on how to perform and guide
pre-listening activities, though both reading and listening belonged to the
category of comprehension, and the teachers eventually faced difficulties in
providing listening guidance. Therefore this researcher tried to suggest a
way of carrying out pre-listening activities. This researcher and children
were able to be well ready for listening in the middle of selecting and
applying pre-listening activities. The activities sparked the children’s
interest, instilled confidence in them and improved their ability to confirm
and predict what it is about.

The findings of the study are expected to contribute to letting curriculum
and teacher’'s guides include introduction on pre-listening activities and to
providing superb pre-listening activities to school children in the different

grades.

Keywords: pre-listening activities, the state of pre-listening activities,

how to guide pre-listening activities.
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