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ABSTRACT*

Effective Calligraphy Teaching Methods

for Desirable Character Building
Shin, Keum Yee

Major in Elementary Art Education
Graduate School of Education
Cheju National University
Jeju, KOREA

Supervised by Professor Oh, Jae Hoan

The present study was focused on the application of calligraphy teaching methods
and programs for children’s mental training, which is one of fundamental functions
of calligraphy, through raising questions on current calligraphy education in the
field.

Currently in the field of elementary education, calligraphy is not taught properly
due to lack of hours allocated to the curriculum. In addition, the contents of its
textbooks are limited to the presentation of basic styles to be copied repeatedly by
students within a given time.

What this study carried out to solve these problems is summarized as follows.

First, this study executed a program using materials that the present researcher
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had developed while teaching calligraphy for several years, and the participants in
the program were 37 students at the 2" Class of the 5" Grade at Donggwang
Elementary School in Jeju City and the period of the program was 10 months from
March 2006 to December 2006.

Second, through restructuring the art curriculum, we increased the number of
hours allocated to calligraphy teaching in the National Curriculum from 8 to 14,
and at the same time had unsupervised calligraphy activities twice a week using the
morning study time and after-school hours. What is more, the period of calligraphy
teaching, which was planned limitedly to a month in the National Curriculum, was
extended to the whole year.

Third, we concentrated on developing calligraphic skills through detailed teaching
on how to use calligraphic tools, right postures, how to hold and stroke the brush,
and the forms of characters.

Fourth, we had various activities including instruction in connection to the moral
subject, writing phrases in Sajasohak, writing favorite maxims and family precepts
and exhibiting calligraphic works, and recommended post activities such as writing
diaries or impressions.

The results of this study, which were obtained by analyzing data from a
questionnaire survey, observation of students’ works and attitudes and the contents
of their diaries and impressions, are summarized as follows.

First, as students were relived from troubles and inconveniences in calligraphic
tools, they came to participate in calligraphy activities with confidence in the
correct use of calligraphic materials and tools.

Second, students’ interest in calligraphy learning was enhanced, and calligraphy
learning was also found to help the students correct their character and behaviors.

Third, according to the results of analyzing students’ diaries and impressions, the

calligraphy learning process provided them with opportunities to reflect and plan
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their life and to resolve the change of attitude in a desirable direction, and
consequently it contributed to the students’ character building.

Considering the results of this study as presented above, in order to effect the
fundamental functions of calligraphy, students should learn the basic calligraphic
skills thoroughly by investing a sufficiently long time and there should be various

programs as well as themes that can internalize moral values.

Keywords : Calligraphic skills, desirable character building
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