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<Abstract>

Shiba Ryoutaro‘s View on Mongolia

- Focused on the “Mongoru Kikou ” and “Sougen no Ki” -

Sukhbaatar Munkhzul

Department of Japanes Language and Literature,

Graduate School of Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Eun-Sook Chin

One of the influential Japanese novel writer Shiba Ryotaro(192371996) was
named as ‘peoples’ writer for his popularity. During his life time he produced
57 long and short novels as well as critical essay.

During his childhood Shiba had a great deal of interest in Shewe tribe
which related to Chinese dynasty. As he grew older he relentlessly tried to
express his interest in the history of Shewe tribe through dozens of his
essays. This deep interest in the culture of other nationals is what differs
him from other Japanese writers and can only be attributed to as a specific
Shiba’s heritage.

His most interest in Shewe tribe lied on Mongols. Shiba had majored in
Mongolian language and history and graduated Mongolian language
department at Osaka Foreign Language College (presently Osaka Foreign
Language University ). His neutral position on many events where influenced
by his knowledge of Mongolian language and history as well as his great

interest and passion in Mongolians living beyond Great Chinese Wall.
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On many occasions, he used to refer to or mention during his lessons and
lectures about Mongolia and Mongolian culture. Especially, during his lectures
whether it was on civilization, culture or nationals the word Mongolia was
used and referred as a keyword thus enabling his successor to establish that
Mongolia was starting point of Shiba’s literature.

Shiba visited Mongolia on two occ “On the highways” asions and wrote
“Mongoru Kikou "(1974), “Sougen no Ki”(1992).

”

“Mongoru Kikou ”, “Sougen no Ki” depict ancestors of modern nomads—
Hunnu tribe their coexistence with neighboring Han tribe as well as their
civilization. A reader can see Shiba’s historic unbiased view on ideology and
ancient history and have a clearer understanding of Mongolia . In his works
he also clearly defines nomadic society as a civilization. So far Mongolian
nomadic society was a subject of study of many scholars. These works try
to identify many aspects of the culture, try to compare it with others as well
as applies different angles in trying to evaluate degree of influence it had on
other civilizations. Though, he was the only one to ever define nomadic
lifestyle as a civilization.

Shiba depicts modern Mongolian history through a woman called Tsevegma.
She i1s one of the Mongolian minorities a Buriat by national and this causes
her to travel through four steppes and face hardships of her life. She divorces
her husband and comes to Mongolia where she had to wait for 10 years
according to the rules of international law to be able to finally obtain
Mongolian citizenship. After 26 years of separate lives her husband visits her
in Mongolia but due to a incurable illness he passes away soon after his
arrival. Tsevegma’'s hard fought survival throughout her life reminds the
reader of lives of all Mongolian women and thus is quite a moving
masterpiece.

After completing his Travel Mongolia in 1994 on his first trip to Mongolia

he visited the country again after 17 years in 1990. Second visit produced
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“Sougen no Ki” in 1992 exactly 16 years after the first book. His first book
was written in 1973 coincided with the communist regime which reigned the
country for 70 years while the second book was born while Mongolia
launched a transformation of its political system from old to new, democratic
one. During years of Peoples’ Republic of Mongolia under the watchful eyes
of Soviet Union when ideology suppressed people so that they were not even
allowed to loudly say the name of their national hero Chinggis Khan the
Government meticulously controlled education especially when it came to
history. Though, with the first wave of democratic movements that began in
1991 the people finally elected new parliament and the president through free
and democratic elections and the Mongolia was able to make its first step as
a democratic country.

Through “Mongoru Kikou 7 and “Sougen no Ki”, we can feel author’s
lifelong passion about Mongolia. Furthermore, he enablesa reader to see
broader complex picture by presenting simple facts as well as get a more

detailed, center oriented view on history.
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