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{Abstract)

AbeKobo and falienation,
- Around of TFace of A Strangers -

Hong, Sung-Bum

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Nan-Hee

Face of A Stran is a novel first published in Gunsang in Jananuary 1964,
later modified and re-published in book form in September the same year by
Gangdamsa. The novel was adapted for the screen by the writer himself and
introduced to the readers in 20 different languages. Spanish version of the
work received the 7™ Yagan Translated Literature Award.

Thus, "Face of A Stranger,, having been introduced to many countries, is
deemed to have succeeded in positioning itself as one of the most praised
literary works in the world. Moreover, as the novel was a subject of
profound discussions at the International Symposium held in New York from
April 19 to 21 in 1996, it became an example of showing the position of the
Abe s works in the international literary communities.

Among many Abe s works that touch hearts of readers from all over the
world, "Face of A Stranger”, second work after "A Woman of Sand” (1962)
which dealt with alienation of modern society, expressed the theme in more
depth, and is deemed to be one of the most serious modern literature that
depicted the reality of the post-war Japan.

Though his domicile was Hokkaido, because he was born in Tokyo, spent

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of
Master of Education in August, 2002.
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most of his youth in Manchuria and studied in college in Tokyo, he has a
uniqueness of not possessing general sense of relation with his hometown, as
he admitted himself as a man who lost his hometown .

At the time of the first publication of Face of A Stranger, in Japan, the
society was producing more and more nuclear families, creating standardized
living conditions and rapidly moving into mass—consumption. Due to
advancement of transportation and media, the human relations in the cities,
once very close in the old human-oriented society, began to deteriorate in the
name of modern democracy.

Abe, based on the social conditions in 1960 s when he was working as a
writer, is thought to have incorporated the chaotic Japanese society in which
all the existing values were collapsed and his inner sense of alienation into
his works. This thesis studied the theme about a man alienated in the city
by relating it with Abe”s "sense of alienation” while setting the understanding
of the writer’s literature and philosophy as the starting point. Furthermore,
this thesis inquired into the meaning of "alienation” in the modern society and
how the writer expressed such an issue in his "Face of A Stranger”. His
inner "sense of alienation” caused by experiences in his youth quite unique
from the others and Japan s then political, social and cultural chaos were
traced through the writer s lifetime experiences.

This study regarded the complex structure of the work which is consisted
of Epilogue, Epilogue of the epilogue, Annotation and Letter from Wife” as
an element to highlight irrationality and unreasonableness of the modern time
the writer wanted to reveal. The story shows that "we”, living in the modern
society, are all alienated no matter what face we wear by depicting a man
who lost his "Face” in bleak and desolate daily life, and used a "Face of
Disguise” and a "Face of Mask” in attempts to recover his relationship with
others, but failed after all.

"Face of A Stranger” is highly praised in its presentation of ”Alienation” to
indict the issue of "Alienation” which was becoming one of the social
problems amid rapidly-changing industrial Japanese society, by featuring a
man who lost hist "Normal face”. As an another piece of work that deals

with "Alienation”, "Box man”(1964) remains as the next subject to study.
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