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and the theoretical interests of linguistics as a

between the role of linguist and language educator, and we must
expect to find that the practical needs of language teaching as an

science do not always coincide.
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FORM/
STRUCTURE
Morphosyntactic and
lexical patterns
Phonemic/graphemic
patterns

MEANING/
SEMANTICS

Lexical meaning
Grammatical

meaning

USE/
PRAGMATICS
Social context

Linguistic discourse context
Presuppositions about

context
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a. Socio-cultural cohesion functions : Language is often the main
venue for both maintaining the socio—cultural cohesion of a group
and signalling the identification of individuals with the group.

b. Inter—-personal affective functions : Language plays a major
role in mediating the interaction between members of a group, in
signalling  affect, cooperation, obligation, @ dominance  or
competition.

c. Aesthetic functions : Language is an important venue for

signalling aesthetic values, in oratory, fiction, poetry, song and

theater.

Grammar indeed partakes, in one way or another, in the
performance of all these meta—communicative functions. Nonetheless,
the part contributed by grammar to the performance of these
meta-communicative functions is in some way secondary. The bulk
of our grammatical apparatus finds its primary use in the
information-processing function of language, that is in the mental

coding and verbal communication of information.
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a. way of telling people what they ought to say, rather than reporting

what they do say (prescriptive grammar);

b. a system for describing sentence structure used in English schools

for centuries based on grammars of classical languages such as

Latin (traditional grammar);

c. a system for describing sentences based on the ideas of smaller

structures built up into larger structures (structural grammar);

d. the knowledge of the structural regularities of language in the

minds of speakers (linguistic/grammatical competence)
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Language teachers need to have not just a knowledge of grammar

1) #Fu=E m)=do] WAL 3](National Council of Teachers of English)olAE EHu&o ZEE ofd A
72 Y2 dtiHaussanmen 2003: 4).

Goal A: Every student, from every background, will complete school with the ability to
communicate comfortably and effectively in both spoken and written Standard
English, with awareness of when use of standard English is appropriate.

Goal B: Every student will complete school with the ability to analyze the grammatical
structure of sentences within English texts, using grammatical terminology
correctly and demonstrating knowledge of how sentence-level grammatical
structure contributes to the coherence of paragraphs and texts.

Goal C: Every student will complete school with an understanding of, and appreciation for,
the natural variation that occurs in language across time, social situation, and
social group. While recognizing the need for mastering Standard English, students
will also demonstrate an understanding of the equality in the expressive capacity
and linguistic structure among a range of language varieties both vernacular and

standard, as well as an understanding of language-based prejudice.
—_ 13 —_
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but also an awareness of how this knowledge can be made

comprehensible to learners.

a. encourage teacher learners to identify and interpret their feelings,
attitudes, and beliefs about grammar in different contexts.

b. enable them to understand, define and use linguistic categories
and terms appropriately.

c. enhance their understanding of the broader applications of
linguistic knowledge in TESOL and other disciplines.

d. help them gain new insights into ways of talking about grammar.

NAW FWNES WIS WH Bl auE AR AL wad B

W7 dsiAE wAbEe] Ewe] tig A3 elm=e] Wsrt dAazxziole 83l
thoole] H e HES E3 Hell o

o] %ol HA ¢=th Canale®t Swain(1980)¢] F7& g0l JAtA
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Holth, 128]3 Bachman(1990: 87)2 H=F4d 58S AATH dojsee &
43 S99 242 oZh 4Vl AFH FME v A4S W= gl
oA AAH 7% BYsT Y Aol
<Y 2> AojFHE e YA L4 (Bachman 1990: 87)
Language Competence
Organizational Pragmatic
Competence Competence
Grammatical Textual Illocutionary Sociolinguistic
Competence Competence Competence Competence
Ideational Sensitive to
— Vocabulary Cohesion I . — Dialect or
Functions .
Variety
| Morpholo Rhetorical | Manipulative | Sensitivity to
D gy Organization Functions Register
| Svntax | Heuristic | Sensitivity to
A Functions Naturalness
Cultural
| Phonology/ | Imaginative | references and
Graphology Functions Figures of
Speech
o)A mgkEel el oALE HY BrLk F shtolrh Eyume] oi
AF TEHs &ds] FxATIE AL 7S glal 3 ALATFE sHo]
A 59 glo] ¢hde] Y 7dE = o AR TE e THAS
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1. Grammar is important in the English 3.95
education. 9.1 0 182 | 31.8 | 40.9 (1.214)

2. Grammar is closely related to the use 2.86
of words and pronunciation. 1821 9.1 | 455 127 N8 (1.125)

3. Grammar is closely related to the use 3.39
of appropriate expressions in certain | 13.6 | 182 | 182 | 22.7 | 27.3 '

.. i (1.472)
situations.

4. Grammar is closely related to 405
understanding sentence structures and | 4.5 45 | 182 | 27.3 | 455 ;
fiouri . (1.133)
iguring out the exact meanings.

5. Grammar is closely related to the 397
linguistic knowledge or structures | 13.6 | 182 | 227 | 182 | 27.3 )

(1.420)
based on the spoken language.

6. To know grammar is related to o prie)
making full use of words. 2.1 | 318 |B48 6.4 | 18.2 (1.343)

7. Early grammar education helps 3.59
students’ study English. 136 | 45 | 73 | 318 (1.368)
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12. Grammar instruction should keep pace 3.68
with reading or writing activities. 136 | 136 45 21.3 | 409 (1.492)

13. Grammar instruction is essential to 345
enhancing students’ English speaking | 136 | 182 | 136 | 182 | 364 a 503)
competence. :

14. Students will not be disadvantaged in 245
communication even if there is no | 364 | 22.7 | 182 | 45 | 182 i

. . (1.503)
grammar instruction.

15. Knowing many grammar terms will 2.55
help the students study English. 273 13| 136 | 136 (1.405)

16. I think Korean students have a good 2.82
command of English grammar. 2200186 | 27.3 | 318 45 (1.259)

17. 1 present grammar explanations to my 2.77
students in the classes. 273 | 18207 | HRNE.2 (1.478)

18. English Feachers don’t have to teach 973 | 182 | 139 | 136 | 227 2.86
grammar in elementary schools. (1.552)

19. To communicate with others fluently, 201
basic grammar instruction should be | 27.3 | 136 | 22.7 | 136 | 22.7 :

J . (1.540)
one in advance.
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<ABSTRACT>

A Study on Secondary School Teachers’ Attitude

and Beliefs towards English Grammar Teaching *

Kim, Woocheol

English Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Yang, Changyong

The purpose of this study is two-fold: 1) to examine the actual state of
the English grammar instruction and analyze secondary English teachers’
beliefs and attitudes towards grammar; 2) to suggest a way of improving
English grammar instruction.

For the purpose of this study, secondary English teachers in Jeju were
asked to fill out questionnaires on 'the concept of grammar,” ’the current
state of grammar education,” ‘communication and grammar’ and 'grammar
teaching methods.” Next, native English teachers in Jeju were also asked to
do the questionnaires on ’‘the concept of grammar,’ ’‘communication and

grammar’ and 'grammar teaching methods.” The subjects were 102 Korean

% A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Jeju National University in
partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education in August, 2009.
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English teachers and 22 native English teachers.

Recent English education in Korea has changed its focus to center on
language education that emphasizes communicative functions through fluency.
However, many English teachers are still teaching English through grammar
explanations and mechanical drills in the classrooms. Especially in high
schools, English education is centered on improving the skills to take the
Korean SAT. As a result, most students developed a negative view towards
grammar teaching.

Lots of English teachers consider grammar as the linguistic knowledge or
structures based on the written language, so it is believed that grammar is
closely related to reading and writing. Also they don’t agree with early
grammar education and many of them think that knowing many grammar
terms will help students study English. Many English teachers feel that it is
difficult to improve students’ communicative competence through grammar
instruction. Language teaching methodology and communicative skills are
considered to be the essential factors teachers must have. The results indicate
what the in-service training programs should cover in order to meet the
needs of English teachers.

There are some differences between native English teachers and Korean
English teachers in beliefs and attitudes towards grammar.

First, more than half of the native English teachers surveyed don’t agree
that knowing many grammar terms will help students to study English.
However, lots of the Korean English teachers stated that it is important for
students to know grammar terms.

Second, the native English teachers tend to think grammar is related to
the spoken language, but half of the Korean English teachers regard grammar
as being related to the written language.

Third, most of the native English teachers think early grammar education

helps students study English. However, the Korean English teachers generally
—_ 74 —_
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show negative responses to early grammar education.

Fourth, most of the native English teachers agree that English teachers
should teach grammar for communication, but nearly half of the Korean
English teachers think that grammar should not be taught for communication.

Based on the results of the questionnaire survey, the following suggestions
have been made.

First, to improve learners’ communicative competence, it is necessary to
approach communicative competence and grammar with a balanced view
between the written language and the spoken language.

Second, English teachers need to admit that grammar instruction has some
positive effects on English acquisition, so they should take a more positive
view towards grammar.

Third, it i1s suggested that in-service teacher training programs should
fulfill teachers’ needs to focus on communicative skills.

Fourth, English teachers should try to find out the methods to improve

students’ communicative competence through grammar instruction.
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<H F 2> go| dojWuA AEA

§ Questionnaire §

Please take the time to read the brief infroduction before you begin
the questionnaire. Read each item carefully and mark the response
you think is the best.

Purpose : To gather data about the methods for grammar instruction
and the aftitudes toward grammar in English education.

Administered to : Native speakers(native English tfeacher) who have
teaching experience in Korean elementary, middle and/or high
schools.

Researcher: Kim, Woo-cheol (Teacher at Seogwipo Girls” High School)
Mobile ( 010-5093-9236 ); Email: chul?09@hanmail.net

Please indicate your agreement/disagreement with the statements below
using the following scale. Read each item carefully and mark() the
response you think is the best one in front of the number.

o= strongly agree

4= somewhat agree

3= neither agree nor disagree

2= somewhat disagree

1= strongly disagree

O If you can't find the exact opinions in the instances, write your own
opinions in the others space.

O Please save this file and send it to the following e-mail address.
chul909@hanmail.net

1. Grammar is important in the English education.

@ @ &) @ ®

2. Grammar 1s closely related to the use of words and pronunciation.
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@ @ &) @ ®

3. Grammar is closely related to the use of appropriate expressions in

certain situations.

@ @ &) @ ®

4. Grammar 1s closely related to understanding sentence structures and
figuring out the exact meanings.

@ @ &) @ ®

5. Grammar is closely related to the linguistic knowledge or structures
based on the spoken language.

@ @ &) @ ®

6. To know grammar is related to making full use of words.

) @ ® @ ®

7. Early grammar education helps students' study English.

) @ ® @ ®

8. We, English teachers, don't have to emphasize English grammar in the

classrooms where the focus is on building communicative competence.

o) @ ® @ ®

9. Grammar instruction is closely related to fluency in communication.

) @ ® @ ®

10. We, English teachers, should extract some grammar points from those

for communication and teach them.

@ @ &) @ ®

11. Having a command of grammar will help students communicate
fluently.
o) @ ©) @ ®

12. Grammar instruction should keep pace with reading or writing
—_ 88 —_
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activities.

@ @ &) @ ®

13. Grammar instruction is essential to enhancing students' English

Speaking competence.

@ @ &) @ ®

14. Students will not be disadvantaged in communication even if there is

no grammar instruction.

@ @ ® @ ®

15. Knowing many grammar terms(terminology) will help the students'
study English.
D @ ®) @ ®

16. I think Korean students have a good command of English grammar.

) @ €) @ ®

17. I present grammar explanations to my students in the classes.

) @ €) @ ®

18. We, English teachers, don't have to teach grammar in elementary

schools.

@ @ ® @ ®

19. To communicate with others fluently, basic grammar instruction

should be done in advance.

@ @ ® @ ®

20. What do you think is the appropriate time for students to start to
learn English grammar?
@D Elementary school @ Middle school @ High school
@ University ® Others ( )

21. When did you start to learn English grammar formally?
D Elementary school @ Middle school @ High school
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@ University ® None

22. How did you learn English grammar while in school?
(D As a separate discipline(English Grammar)
@ Concerned with reading activities, sporadically
@ Concerned with writing activities
@ Concerned with listening or speaking activities
(® Through self-study

23. Which aspect of English study will most benefit from grammar
instruction?
a. Reading b. Writing c. Speaking
d. Listening e. Others ( )

24. Which linguistic aspect should be emphasized to teach English usag e
effectively ?
(D Phonetics including pronunciation
@ Word-centered phonological or morphological aspect
@ Syntactic understanding at sentence-level
@ Pragmatic communication
® Others :

25. Could you briefly give some tips for how English grammar instruction

should be done to promote students' fluent communicative skill?

Thank you for giving this questionnaire your thoughtful attention!
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