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<Abstract>

Study on geographical designation of Okinawa

—Centering around the name of the Shi - Cho * Son-
Lee, Yeong-Ja

Department of Japanese Language and Literature,

Graduate School of Jeju National University
Supervised by Professor Lee, Chang-lk

The geographical designation is the name attached by the people to
recognize a land and distinguish it from another one and also is the medium
which shows the relationship between the human and the land. Thus, as the
geographical designation is made from necessity during the daily life, its
namer could be a as normal person as us and most of the names could have
been referred from the usual words during the everyday lives of the people.
Therefore, the geographical designation has the trace of our ancestors and
the study on the etymology of the field provides the information to us on
what was considered to be important during the period in the past in the
geographical region.

This study found out the characteristics of the Ryukyu dialect by means of
the phoneme and accent analysis of the geographical designations, examined
the typical features of the Okinawa-specific geographical designations
through comparative analysis of Chinese letters with the designations of
other geographical regions, and, finally, searched for what maintained the
closest relationship with the everyday lives of the people in Okinawa through
type analysis of the geographical designations in Okinawa.

The study result, firstly, on the phonemes of the total 41 Shi - Cho - Son
names showed all of them had ‘7 -4 - Z(a-i-uw’ 3 vowels except ‘=

—(e:)” and ‘7 =(fe)’ changed to a long sound by the prolonged sound,
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‘7 (no)” of ‘¥ /—r(inoon)” born in the modern age, and ‘¥ =3 v
(jyvo)> of “JF ¥z w(Nanjyo)’ newly born by the 2006 merger, which
indicated the characteristics of the Ryukyu dialect in the form of the
geographical designations.

The study on the accent of Shi- Cho - Son names in Okinawa, secondly,
showed the Tokyo type and Keihan type accents still remained in the Shuri -
Naha dialect. The frequently appearing Keihan type variant accent (OO, ©
00, ©OOOO), read at the medium height of @ and O from the 1% mora(#1)
to the ending of a word, is the unique accent style found in the Okinawa
dialect only.

After studying the number of the Chinese letters of the Shi: Cho * Son
names from the 9 regions to include Okinawaken, thirdly, the result showed
while many of the 8 regions other than Okinawaken had the geographical
designations composed of two Chinese letters, 51.2%, 21 out of the entire 41
names, of Okinawa names had three Chinese letters. It is considered the
Okinawa region had more Chinese letters than the mainland for the reason
that they borrowed the sound of the letter only in order to keep their dialect.
The research on the meaning of Shi - Cho + Son names of Okinawa, fourthly,
showed they were largely related to the topography * geography. Regarding
that there is no name which has a relation to the fishery although Okinawa is
an island surrounded by the sea, it seems that most of the people in the
region possibly have been farmers who have traditionally observed their

environmental circumstances so that they could adjust to the nature easily.
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