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SUMMARY

Modern horse racing in Korea began in the early stage of
the Japanese colonialism when the Government general of Chosun
surfaced as the acting ruling power after the Japanese annexation
of Korea, Naturally, the Japanese, who kept a firm hold on the
colony, occupied the seats of an organization controlling the
horse racing business, In this respect the thesis lays out on the
premise that the modern style of the horse racing virtually began
and was already institutionalized in Korea (then, Chosun) under
Japanese colonialism, In addition, 1 can say it was the historical
result of the colonial policies on horse racing that the
organization, which assumed full charge of the horse racing
business, could be legitimately run as one of the affiliate
organizations of the government, That is to say the
Government-general of Chosun gained virtual control over the horse
racing business as part of the colonial policies and had an
exclusive power on matters of the organization, Even now, a half
century after Korea was liberalized from Japanese colonial rule,
the managing rights of the horse racing industry is still
possessed and controlled by the government, which is the same as
it was during colonialism,

Under the point of this argument, 1 will observe in chapter
2 the militant characteristics of the Japanese imperialism and its
national objectives, which were the backgrounds of the horse
racing policy under colonialism, The periodic developments of the
policy during the colonial periods will be considered in chapter 3

and the purposes for which the Government-general of Chosun
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enforced the policy will be examined in chapter 4. And I will pay
attention to the pervasive effects themselves seen in the process
of the execution of the horse racing policy and to what extent
they impacted the Korean horse racing industry.

As you may know from the above, the Korean horse racing was
under the very tight control and influence of the
Government-general of Chosun as part of the colonial policies,
Thus, policies not only left a direct impact over the character
formation of the horse racing industry itself, they also had
far-reaching effects on the business orientation of the
organization and on the recognition of the horse racing industry
by the participants and the general citizens,

Especially we need to notice that Japan showed interest in
the horse racing industry because it served as a political tool
for the Japanese, 1t served as a mechanism for expanding her
militant imperialism, It also asks for attention that Japan needed
the horse racing in order to secure tax revenues and reinforce the
ideology of the ruler,

From the viewpoint of the participants in horse racing,
however, it was obvious that the horse racing had a dual character
to it. One was curiosity for products of the modern civilization,
the expectation from betting on the horse racing, and the pleasant
feelings associated with the speed of a running horse, all of
which brought spectators to watch the races again and again. The
other was the uncomfortable emotion for the fact that the horse
racing was controlled mostly by the Japanese of the
Government-general of Chosun and self-awareness that they were
getting addicted to the game and bordering on gambling in spite

of themselves., Such dualism reflected the character of colonialism
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on one hand, but also that experienced in modernity on the other
hand., Theses characteristics of the horse racing industry can be
materialized in a concept, namely colonial modernity,

While considering the backgrounds on which the colonial
horse racing industry has developed into today’s, we feel it very
necessary to observe the fact that horse racing was legally
institutionalized as a political policy of a nation all over the
world, That is, although gambling activities such as horse racing
are controlled in direct or indirect manners by the laws of a
government or a self-governing body in most countries, they are
also legitimately run by the necessity of the government within an
institutionalized frame.

The fundamental reason that most countries legalize horse
racing is to enlarge a national finance, Therefore, a country that
considers horse racing as an object of its tax revenues may show
the same political characteristics of the national power as those
of the Government-general of Chosun in the period of the
introduction of horse racing and the Government for a nation at
the present time, In addition, the human psychological reaction to
the games bordering on gambling would not have changed much since
then, Because of this attribute, horse racing has, since then,
been able to be institutionalized thus gaining a solid footing in
national policy, taken deep root, and been reproduced in the real

world.
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