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Economically Important Traits of Beef and
Korean Native Cattle

Dong-Hoon Baik®

Summary

Economically important traits in beef and Korean native cattle are defined and several exotic beef breeds
are evaluated for those traits,

To choose breeds or crosses for beef production, we need to consider economic traits according to the
production systems, feed resources available and market requirements. The economically important traits
are growth rates, weights at weaning and slaughter, reproductive performances and carcass quality and they
need to be standardized to measure, The breeds with high growth rate tend to be good in feed efficiency but
poor n reproductive performances,

Charolais is excellent in pre— and post-weaning growth and shows very high incidence of dystocia in both
pure — and cross-breds, Angus produces top quality carcass. Brahman and Santa Gertrudis stand against
harsh environment and resist external parasite like ticks and flies, Male calves of Holstein show faster
growth but need to be assessed for the improvement in carcass quality in future, For Korean native

cattle, we need to improve growth rate, milk for nursing calf and quality and quantity of carcass,
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