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<Abstract>

Educational Function of Museums in Jeju Area
And the Ways To Activate the Function

Jung, Young-im

Major in History Education
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Ko, Chang-Seok

As a place where we can see the history and culture of a country, a
museum makes the place for community education providing various
programs by using its facilities and materials. Every walk of life, from
children to old people, can join the programs when necessary and get
some interest and curiosity to raise their consciousness of self-study.
That’s why a museum is important as a community education center. A
museum 1is also significant in that it enables citizens to properly figure
out our cultural heritage, build up ability and attitude to care and
preserve relics, and identify the identity of local culture as well.

Although it has been emphasized that museums are valuable places for
community education, the museums of our country have not been able to
secure professional educators till now.

Realizing this problem, in this study I analyzed present state and actual
conditions of education program operation at four museums in Jeju area,
which are sincerely carrying out the educational function.

The analysis showed that the display of each museum was constructed

* This thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2005.
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in accordance with its characteristics and the displayed materials were
managed in the form of reflecting aspects of each era with explanation. In
case of Jeju National Museum, it was providing education programs
classified by the degree of difficulty in order to lead citizens from various
walks of life in Jeju to attend the different high—quality courses on
Korean history and culture. Jeju-Do Folklore and Natural History Museum
was operating the education programs focused on hands-on experiences
and field trips to meet two kinds of theme - the folklore and the nature
of Jeju. Jeju Education Museum was offering a variety of education
programs to educate juveniles and adults on the native culture. The
programs especially for juveniles supported the study on native place
related to school curriculum and fortified the connection between education
at museum and school education. Finally, Jeju Folk Village Museum
attracted visitors’ interest and attention through the materials displayed
outdoors with hands-on experiences about the life in Jeju in the 19th
century.

On the basis of these findings, I suggested the ways to activate the
educational function of museums in Jeju area as follows:

First, the display of materials should be constructed considering
education so that visitors can understand the materials. If a museum
wants to be a representative cultural center, in order to have visitors
wholly figure out and appreciate the culture which is generally invisible
and non-material value, skillful staff should treat tangible and intangible
stuff around human beings as a whole, verifying the correlation between
culture and environment.

Second, museum activities related to school education should be
intensified. In order to support school education, museums should
search for various ways such as lending the relics as teaching materials,
carrying out education programs for students, and strengthening the
education at museum for teachers.

Third, for the future of museums, each museum should set up

Education Department which handles education at museum professionally
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and secure Educators who have the equal position to curators.

Fourth, the contents of education at museum as well as the learners
should systematically be treated. The regulation on who can take an
education program should be defined because education programs at
museums are open to various walks of life. In addition, each museum will
have to develop specialized programs suitable to its characteristics
through the net-work linking museums, securing experts to operate
high—quality programs to satisfy the needs of demanders.

I suggested the ways to activate education at museum by analyzing the
education programs under operation in Jeju area as above-mentioned.

I hope that many different and specific ways to activate the education at

museums in Jeju area will be suggested on the basis of this study.
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