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(Abstract)

A Method of Designing and Applying Region-Studying Using a
Map
- Centering on the Unite of <Region and Social Studies> Social
Studies 1, in the Middle School Level -

Lee, Seoungok

Geography Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

JeJu, Korea

Supervised by Professor, Kim, Taeho, Ph.D.

What is the most important in geography education is map-studying and
region—studying. For this reason, this study intended to design an instruction
method connecting map-learning with region-studying and to apply it to
practice in order to provide efficient geography education.

To achieve such a purpose, this study carried out a survey to see the
conditions and problems of using a map with teachers of social studies at
secondary schools in the Jeju Island. And with focus on the unit of <Region
and Social Studies> in the social studies textbook for those in the first year of
middle school, five-time instruction was designed by connecting elements of
map-reading, map-consulting, and map-drawing with region-studying, and was
applied to practice.

After an experimental instruction provided to 108 students in the first year

* This thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of
Education in August, 2004.
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of J Middle School about a month from March 10 to April 10, 2004, a survey
was conducted to measure and analyze changes among students.

The findings can be summarized as follows:

First, the research on map-using demonstrated that most of the teachers
used a map most frequently in an instruction of the geography unit; primarily
used was a map in an atlas or textbook. However, it was just used to deliver
fragmentary knowledge and as an evaluation material but less frequently
applied to acquire a skill or use information; in particular, there was little
practice of map-drawing.

Second, those practices of map-reading and map—consulting by using a map
of the region where one was living to compare geographical phenomena in the
map with actual ones in the region helped to wunderstand geographical
phenomena appropriately and to acquire concerns about a map and an ability
to read it.

Third, learning activities of drawing a map of one's own village and a
thematic map of the Jeju Island were very interesting practices for learners to
observe their living places directly and draw a map.

Fourth, the activity of map-reading, map-consulting, and map-drawing
connected with region-studying helped to improve the ability to understand
geographical properties of a region and to develop love for one's hometown
and regional identity.

Fifth, the instruction connecting map-studying with region-studying allowed
learners to take more interest in a geography class, thus useful in increasing

efficiency in geography education.

From the above-stated findings, region-studying by means of a regional
map 1S a teaching-learning method that may help students to increase
concerns about a map and improve an ability to read and draw a map, to
understand geographical properties of a region more properly, and to take

more interest in a geography class; thus, it requires constant researches.
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