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ABSTRACT

A Study on the Changing Pattern of Female Biographical
Literature Contained in the Korean Language Textbook

for Elementary School
Goh Gyeong-hun

Major in Primary Korean Education

in the Graduate School of Education at Jeju National University
Advised by Professor Yoon Chi-bu

Men and women have their own values for their personal roles and
existence, and are leading harmonious lives. Those from either side cannot
be 1ignored, but women are placed in a passive position under a
male-dominated patriarchal social system in most cases since its history has
continued.

In the past, Korean women were also forced to live according to the value
of the predominance of men over women, namely women’s sacrifice and
obedience, and they had to marry their husbands through arrangement dates
by their families without independently determining even their marriage. As
time passed, education became common, and cultural, social, and institutional
improvements accelerated. As a result, women have gradually become aware

of themselves or the social recognition of women has grown. The
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advancement of women throughout a society in the legal circles, the
administrative circles, the political circles, the police circles, the military
circles, and the educational circles is being further promoted, and also in the
fields of sports, culture, and art, the power of Korean women has been fully
unfolded; thus, women are undertaking impressive activities at all social
levels, and they are fully faithful to their roles in the important positions of
society.

The rights and interests of women have increased as such, but the text is
inattentive to dealing with female biographical literature as the most
important teaching material for students. Thus, education repeats being at a
standstill as if going round without changes. When children are asked to
select representative Korean figures, mostly they bring up male figures. This
is because the vast majority of figures in the textbook are men although
there are lots of outstanding female figures no less great than male figures
when going back to the past.

When looking into female biographical literature contained in the textbook by
the term of each curriculum, the number of female biographical literature
choices is small, and the number of Korean female figures from among
female figures appearing in biographical literature is smaller than that of
foreign female figures. In addition, the area which is covered in the
biographical literature is limited. Also, women are described as leading a life

in a passive and supporting position rather than leading a life independently.

In order to solve these problems, the study felt the need for conducting a
comparative analysis of female biographical literature contained in the
Korean language textbook by curriculum ranging from the anti-communist
education period to the 7th curriculum period. Accordingly, the study
analyzed characters in biographical literature contained in the Korean

language textbook for elementary school from the anti-communist
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educational period to the 7th curriculum period while looking into female
biographical literature contained in the Korean language textbook for
elementary school by curriculum. Also, the study conducted a comparative
analysis of the changing pattern of female biographical literature, and aimed
to seek the direction of female biographical literature which will be
contained in the Korean language textbook by the curriculum that will be

realized in the future.

This study is literature research that compares and analyzes female
biographical literature contained in the Korean language textbook from the
anti—-communist educational period to the 7th curriculum period while looking
into the contents and trends of biographical literature contained in the
textbook through papers concerned with biographical literature that have

been announced to date.

The results of the research may be summarized as follows.

First, there was partial change passing from the anti-communist
educational period to the 7th curriculum period, but there was no part that
has been largely changed.

Second, biographical literature is supposed to cause readers to develop
critical views while at the same time feeling impressed with the personality
or behavior of the characters; but most of such biographical literature was
described as focusing on achievements.

Third, the number of female figures contained in biographical literature to
date was a great deal smaller than that of male figures, and in fact, only
one female figure, 'Yu Gwan-sun’, was contained in the 7th curriculum.

Likewise, female biographical literature up to now has failed to satisfy
diverse desires of students. Because characters appearing in biographical

literature can be a role model of life to students, it is imperative to explore
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new figures in diverse fields.

Therefore, the contents of female biographical literature should be
described by paying attention to the following.

First, in terms of selecting characters, female figures in new, diverse
fields should be designated.

Second, concerning the description of sentences, there should not be a
number of exaggerations although they may be written with words that
deliver vivid movements, clear values, and appeal, and that attract curiosity.

Third, the female biographical literature should be written regarding the
position of students today.

Fourth, the female biographical literature should exclude contents that
infuse gender inequality.

Fifth, biographical literature for planting patriotism needs to select

characters from among a variety of fields.

In these days in which the authority of women has risen and gender
equality is valued, it would be necessary to keep up with the trend of our
time by containing biographical literature of many more diverse female
figures such as in the scientific field, the athletic field, the artistic field, and

the political, economic field in the Korean language textbook.
Key words : authority of women, korean language curriculum,
select characters, female biographical literature,

direction of female biographical literature,

the korean language textbook for elementary school
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