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<Abstract>

A Study On Fairy Tales Presented In Elementary

School Textbooks
- On the Basis Of the 6th Curriculum -

Oh Soo-Sun
Korean Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
Cheju, Korea
Supervised by Professor Ahn, Seong-soo

Juvenile literature including fairy tales can help children not only appreciate easy
literary works but also obtain desirable attitudes towards life and the correct
usage of their mother tongue. This shows that the objectives of literary
education are in association with those of the native language education.
The aim of this study is to analyze the number and the characters of fairy
tales shown in the elementary courses of study and to
propose some ways to teach fairy tales. For this, whether the contents of
the literary works are properly presented in the current textbooks and
whether the basic knowledge of fairy tales are systemized will be reviewed. This
includes the kinds of fairy tales, the types of main characters and their attitudes
towards life as well. Moreover, from many questionnaires the educational
status quo is analyzed and some desirable ways teach fairy = tales
are presented. The summary is as follows.

The number of fairy tales in the textbooks increased over 2 times from 46
pleces during the 4th curriculum to 102 pieces currently or in the 6th curriculum.
This shows a strong emphasis on the need of fairy tales in Korean language
education. But the contents of the fairy tales for the 3rd graders proved to be
more difficult than expected, while those for the 4th graders too easy. The
high-level contents for the 3rd graders can cause them to dislike literature. The
fairy tales should be approached in a progressive and gradual way, but the
contents learned are not according to the teaching guides in literature.

In terms of the kinds of fairy tales, creative writings were remarkably
presented during the 4th curriculum, while the 5th curriculum witnessed more
traditional fairy tales and the 6th curriculum adopted both in a similar
proportion. This indicate an attempt to inherit the cultural traditions creatively by
balancing the traditional writings and the creative writings.

In terms of characters, the materials for the low graders mainly showed animal



characters. Those for high graders, on the other hand, mostly presented human
characters.

As children grow up, they are more likely to appreciate realistic works than
unrealistic ones. Through them, they can learn to recognize what the realities
are. Responsibility and confidence are found to appear most often in the textbooks.
While they read the fairy tales, they identify with the heroes of the tales. It
leads them to attain desirable attitudes towards life, good habits, cooperation and
responsibility. So a variety of fairy tales will be meaningful to the children.

Questionnaires show that many of the teachers are not interested enough in

juvenile literature, though they try to instruct on the basis of the
theoretical books about juvenile literature. Guidebooks for teachers are to
involve more knowledge and methodology for instructing fairly tales.
Considering the lower level of the students, linguistic skills are presented

separately for low graders and consolidated skills are presented for high
graders.

In conclusion, fairy tales suitable for the elementary students are to be
prepared after considering the psychological development, ability andinterest of
children. Moreover literary contents and teaching stuffs should be phased in. With
the help of different methods Children will learn to appreciate literary works.

* A thesis is submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of
Education, Cheju National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for
the degree of Master of Education in August, 1998.
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