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ABSTRACTY

Historical Review of the subject ‘Right Life’

as Integrated Curriculum in Elementary School

Ko, Dal-Ho
Supervised by Professor Seo, Myoung-Seok, Ph. D.
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As interest in researching integrated subject curriculum has increased,
there has been changes in curriculum in Korea. Since the first introduction
of integrated subject curriculum for Year 1 and 2 in elementary school in
the Fourth Curriculum implemented from 1982 in Korea, it has been
developed to the current 2007 Revised Curriculum. Having looked at the
previous studies related to integrated subject curricular, there have been
active researches on exploring integrated educational methods appropriate

for the conditions of Korea. However, most studies are about measures to

1) A thesis submitted to the committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju
National University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of

Master of Education conferred in February, 2010.
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operate and implement integrated curriculums and integrated methods in
relation to integrated curriculums. It is rare to find studies on the historical
meaning and changes of integrated curriculums. Therefore, this study
attempts to compare and examine curriculum of the subject ‘Right Life’
from the Fourth Curriculum that has started to introduce integrated subject
to the 2007 Revised Curriculum in revising Korean curriculum. It
investigated and analyzed the characteristics, purposes and contents of the
subject ‘Right Life" . This research is motivated from the fact that it will
be helpful to provide the foundation of operation of the subject ‘Right Life
" and development of integrated subject curriculum through the
comparison and discussion of formation, curriculum system, characteristics
and educational purposes of the subject, teaching contents, methodology and
evaluation of the subject ‘Right Life’ by curriculum revision. This study
reminds us many points on the subject ‘Right Life’ , which is an
integrated curriculum. As the subject ‘Right Life’ has come to the current
status in elementary education in Korea for the last 20 years since its
introduction in the fourth curriculum, we can evaluate that we have
established the subject as the concept of integrated subject appropriate for
the position and developmental characteristics of students in lower years in
elementary school. It is also proper that ‘Right Life’ as the integrated
subject pursues habits as educational activities focusing on practices with the
subject purpose of healthy human nature and promotion of democratic
citizens. More encouraging change is that it has transformed as a true
integrated subject and formed student-centered integrated method as it
attempts to be free from being a subject.

Nevertheless, now we mostly don’t agree that ‘Right Life’ , which is an
integrated subject focusing on moral elements, made huge difference in
promoting right human nature and morality to students in lower years in

elementary school and there have been notable changes in learning methods
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and activities. This is because there are some problems of ‘Right Life’ as
an integrated subject in school education, which has to be improved. Firstly,

Right Life’ has not secured enough time that teachers can instruct it
repeatedly and continually in daily life in school curriculum. Therefore, we
have to solve the problem of securing enough time including securing
educational time in curriculum, cooperative teaching measures with other
activities other than the subject, and securing time in subject time providing
integrated contents. In addition, we also need to consider whether
composition of the contents of the subject ‘Right Life’ reflects and accepts
the change of the time and social demands. Furthermore, transition of
operation of the subject ‘Right Life’ to the direction that its characteristics
as integrated subject is well presented by making topical integration
focusing on life and experience escaping from the integration focusing on
the subject morality or presenting specific activities for improvement of self

leading abilities is required.

Key Words: integrated curriculum, Right Life, subject
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