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<Abstract>

A Study on Korean Modern Art Criticism
- With Yoon Hee-sun’s National Art Theory in 1930s~40s -

Oh, Yoon-seon

Art Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kim, Yong—-hwan

The establishment of Korean Modern art is based on the verification of
esthetic identity in Korean contemporary art followed internationalism in 21C.
This is confirmed that the position of Korean art, in the stream of
international art, presents orthodoxy and esthetic discussion including of
identity as Korean.

This thesis is about Yoon Hee-sun, one of the prominent art critics.
Throughout the research of his works, he tried to examine socialistic realism,
in the antagonistic gap between aesthetic art to be centered in West and
socialistic realism to break national actuality.

At that time, after Yoon Hee-sun quitted his job as a teacher, he studied oil
painting without his master through the exchange with his fellow workers.
And then prepared theory discussion of art criticism and grandly saw through
current of Joseon Dynasty art when Korean students who have studied in
Japan dominated it.

Yoon Hee-sun's art theory presented that the art not only expressed the

real life of masses in Joseon Dynasty by socialistic realism but also criticized

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of Graduate School of Education, Jeju National
University in partial fulfillment of requirements for the degree of Master of Education

in August, 2003.
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sharply the easygoing real phenomena of feudal artist under the Japan

These viewpoints grasped streams of oil panting in those days and showed
the distinction between the actual art theory originated meeting of socialistic
literary movement group and the aesthetic artistic point of view.

But Japan in the colony times extinguished socialistic line of the literary
movement that it had to show extremely dark real life of Joseon Dynasty
pepole as a political interference and pressure. Therefore, Yoon's art theory
asserted public realty in Korean art changed subjective expressionism and
oriental art point of view in 1940s. Although Yoon’'s art theory overcame
aesthetic and ideal art compared bureaucratic and acceptable trend of the time
and then he consistently asserted realistic expressional technique, oriental
painting as well as oil painting.

Yoon Hee-sun’s oriental art theory seeks for identity of Korean Modern art
by trying modernization of traditional art. And it creates new expressional
technique based on tradition in oriental art and claims studying about
expressional technique including of oriental spirits.

But Yoon Hee-sun’s art theory kept limits, that is, oriental artistic point of
view in the middle of Japan. It is showed as a way for getting out of
interference of Japan. So, His art theory claiming oriental characteristic theory
regards as artistic limits coping with current of the times.

But it is considered that presentation of way about new expressional
technique according to oriental characteristic theory after he cleansed remaining
vestiges of feudalism and idealism in the oriental art and oil painting provides
clue for finding artistic identity in contemporary Korean art.

While I was studying this thesis, I couldn’t find the writings presented
certain counter argument from Korean students studied in Japan, main current
in Korean art in those days, in opposition to many sharp art criticisms of
Yoon who studied artistic point of view by himself.

From that, we can peep through his penetrative view in the situation of the
times and also think that he had an effect on Korean artists around him.

In conclusion, It is thought that the thesis about Yoon Hee-sun’s art theory
forms basis of establishing the stream of modern art to find the artistic

identity in 21C Korean art — now aesthetic art is wrapping.
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