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<abstract>

An Analysis of Place Names appeared in Korean popular

sSongs

Son, Jeong—sam

Geography Education Major

Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Supervised by professor Sang—Hak Oh

The Korean popular songs have been studied in the fields of
sociology, Korean literature etc. with foci on the whole society, words or
dialects. This research analyzes place names appeared in Korean popular
songs. Since the geographic research has rarely been conducted on popular
songs, It 1s an attempt to examine popular songs with geographic
perspective.

For this, 250 popular songs including place names were extracted
from 2000 popular songs. These songs were divided into two groups — one
with place names in their titles and the other in their lyrics which were
again divided into 3 periods. These songs are examined in their regional
distribution and the distributions of each type, human and physical

geographic elements.

The results are summarized as follows. The number of popular songs
including the names of Seoul or other cities in the Capital region has been

increasing as the society has been urbanized and industrialized. As such, the
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number of the popular songs including the names of cities other than Seoul
and the Capital region has been decreasing. For the national names, China,
Japan, and America have been prominent in increasing appearance which
could be based on the close relationship with Korea geographically,
economically, and culturally. It reveals a geographical bias in referring place
names In popular songs. In addition, the number of the popular songs
including place names both Korean and foreign countries is decreasing.
While there have been attempts to study the place names in popular
songs, they have not looked into the details such as the name of the cities.
This study is an attempt to examine place names included in popular songs
In microscopic city scale. More studies are expected the place names
included in popular songs based on province and city scale for combining

popular culture and geography.

¥ A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University
in Partial fulfillment of the requirement for the degree of master of Education in August, 2008.
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