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LAbstract

-~ An analysis of understanding the euphemistical expressions

in Japanese for the Koreans who learn Japanese -

Chiyoko Aoyama

Graduate School of Japanese Language and Literature
Cheju National University

Supervised by Professor Lee Chang-ik

The theme of this paper, which is about “the uwderstanding of
eiphemistical expressions in Japamese” has been a problem that [ had
corcerned before entering the graduate school] ¥hile teaching Japarese
as a lecturer, [ have wondered how | coald teach the lamguage that is
identical with the one of Japarese ratives, [nomy daily 1ife as well, |
have wondered how | could speak Korean that is identical with Korean
pecple, When speaking Korean as a mative tongue of Japamese, | speak
kormean in Japanese manner, That sometimes ends to misunderstandiogs
and interruptions of commndcations, The cause s the euphemistical
lambigucus, indirect or roundabout | expressions that are commonly used
i the commni! cations in Japan,

Vice wversa, can a foreigner who learns  Japarese master  these
expressions which are commonly used in daily Japanese comversations?
Carn these roundabout expressions be hardly understood? That could be
explained by the difference between the cultures of countries but the
real commnications can be established by acquiring the expressions,
The mest interesting part of learning a second lamguage would be the
completion of listening, speakimg and wreiting as well as sufficiently
understand it

Therefore, in this study, | surveved the characters of Japarese



euphemistical ewpressions, which mand fest as indirect, ambiguous or
rowadabout  marmeers,  and  the expressions  that are based on the
asscciations of ideas or considering others, | mext studied what Rind of
guidance would be essential for teaching Japanese in the future focused
o the mecessity of the comversational practice, There, | described the
mecessity of the comversational practice, the actual phomaticon and
practical phosations based on the structure of the conversation,

[ further studied the degree of wnderstandirg the expressions by
surveying the students who learn Japanese, The survey was performed
targeting 49 students between second and forth graders of Cheju
Matiomal Umiversity who learn Japarese as the second lamguage, The
purpose  of the study is first o clarify how much Koreans  can
understard the Japarsese euphemistical ewpressions and secondly to
dieduce what arme the primary factors to affect the understandieg of the
expressions, | alse swmarized the outcome in each grades by
describing the sample of possible answers in the survey, and calculating
the result based o the outcome, The outcome includes the comparison
between the genders and the answers of the students!

Thee result showed that the fourth graders understood the expressions
signi ficant]ly well comparing to the second graders, [t was revealed that
the primary factors  that affect  the uwwderstandiegs were  the
stay-in-Japan experience and the learnirg pericd, [t should be moted
that some could cbhtain the sufficient comversatiomal skills through
watchimg Japamese dramas or movies in spite of no experience of
stayimg Japan or short learning period,

As a whole, the level of understanding the sarcastic expressions in
Japanese was  low, The sarcastic ewpressions always accompany  the
asscciation of ideas that even mative Japanese camnot understand the
trwe meaning because they are expressed far euphemistical ly, But the
expressions are rarely used in daily communications and would be
di fficult to lears for the foreigrers, One should understand the racial
traits and cul tures of Japan and study the comersatiomal skills in order
to obtain the expressions, [t may be mecessary that the learmers showld

be puided by the pragmatics way,



The lamgueage is closely related to racial characteristics and a society
go as the different limgual habits can b produced by each 1Hmgual
usage, Because the Japanese matives tend to use the suphemistical
expressions, the learmer cannot acquirme the expressions without learning
them, Can ome modulate a second language with one's own 1imgual
backgrouwsd? Then one learns a second larguage, it would b= essential
that ore should understand the other’s cultures racial traits and
histories as a backbone, [nomy opindon, the limguistic habits in Japan
such as ambigucus expressions based on the association of ideas and
the omes givieg considerations to others are wort! hy of Japarese
largouage itself, In crder to master real Japarese, it wouwld be mecessary
to understand the euphemistical expressions and Japamese cul tures and

racial traits as well as to practice the comversational skills,
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