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<Abstract>

A Study on Expression of Children’s Painting Through Korean

Painting Materials

Kim, Yu-Kyung

Fine Arts Education Major
Graduate School of Education, Cheju National University

Jeju, Korea

Supervised by Professor Kang, Dong-Un

In terms of the situations and educational conditions of Korean painting today,
interest in Korean painting is rapidly becoming less among younger generation. Among
many factors, this can be attributed to neglect of Korean painting education in school
education due to education centered on Western painting.

To identify problems and improvement schemes for the current Korean painting
education at elementary schools, this study made analysis of textbooks, conducted a
survey, and developed an educational program for Korean painting. The current art
textbooks for fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-graders were analyzed to examine distribution
of use of Korean and Western painting materials based on illustrations for children; a
survey was conducted with 131 teachers and 647 fourth-, fifth—, and sixth-graders in
Jeju Island. A Korean painting education program was constructed and applied to three
boys and three girls as fourth-graders at S Elementary School.

The results can be summarized as follows:

* A thesis submitted to the Committee of the Graduate School of Education, Cheju National
University in partial fulfillment of the requirements for the degree of Master of Education
in 2007, 2.



First, after analyzing illustrations for fourth-, fifth-, and sixth-graders to determine
the rate of use of Korean and Western painting materials in art textbooks, the rate
was found to be higher for Western painting, with the exception of fifth-graders.

Second, questionnaires for teachers and children were analyzed to investigate the use
of Korean painting materials and teaching conditions at elementary schools. 1) As for
the use of Korean painting materials, both teachers and children preferred to Western
painting materials. 2) As for children’s interest in practice of using Korean painting
materials, both teachers and children showed over-average-level interest. 3) As for
fields dealt with most frequently in an art class, both teachers and children more
frequently performed drawing by observation than other fields. As for the most desired
expression in drawing with an ink stick on paper, however, 60.9% of the children
wanted drawing by imagination while 19.0% wanted drawing by observation. 4) Most
of the teachers suggested that time for practice and subject construction was largely
insufficient and that the section of Korean painting should be complemented with more
expression methods in textbook revision. 5) As for practice circumstances, both
teachers and children were using a classroom and complained of a narrow desk as
inconvenience.

Third, after developing and applying the Korean painting education program to
children, they lacked an ability to control water, letting paper be torn frequently at the
beginning stage, but understood properties of materials through repeated processes of
expression and participated in a program with interest.

Based on the results mentioned above, several suggestions can be made to activate
Korean painting education in school art education.

First, it is necessary for an art textbook to present titles of Korean painting
materials in detail so that children can be accustomed to the materials.

Second, it is urgent to make a substantial and concrete Korean painting education

scheme in consideration of children’s levels and inter-grade association.
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