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ABSTRACT

A Study on Energy Cooperation between

Korea and Russia

— Focusing On Energy Security -

Energy security is one of the most highlighted subject in the current
international political affairs. In 1970s during the oil-shock period, the
international concern was about high price and how to obtain petroleum,
meanwhile currently energy security symbolized resources war has been
attracted attention with diversified points like environmental problem and
hegemony competition through alliance reforming ete. And the actual condition
of petroleum and gas market is rapidly changing from a private enterprise
-ruling market system to nation-ruling national security system. Now energy
supply nations has claimed resource-nationalism with using their resources as
the weapon.

Besides, the trying to use alternative energy (hydrogen, wind power, solar
thermal) has not succeeded for the long time as much as expected. Some
countries product hybrid car mixed with hydric energy setting the aim of
‘petroleum zero’ policy but there is a limit to reduce extremely the rate of
petroleum dependence.

Regardless of optimistic or pessimistic views, about 2015~2025 will reach
peak point of resource products and nobody can deny the situation of the
possibilities to leap, a brief instance, to global war which can bring about

human disaster. If third war breaks out, may be energy problems are the
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direct cause instead of food. Now we are standing in front of the entrance of
the noticed disaster.

Nowadays Korea is the 10th largest energy consumer in the world, the 7th
petroleum consumer, the 4th petroleum importer and the 8th country from a
Increasing rate of energy consumption. Besides, the level of its energy
dependence on overseas countries reached 97% and nearly 80% of petroleum
imported from the Middle East.

From those facts, we can know that Korea is very sensitive to energy
problems and the first aim of Korea is to secure stable supply line of the
resources. So, the energy induction lines should be diversified and the cost
reduced through long-standing stable energy supply system.

Recently, President Lee Myung-Bak presented the key energy policy "low
carbon and green growth” which has included the ideas that development of
new & renewable energy technology, securing overseas resources independent,
improvement of the energy efficiencies, increase of the nuclear energy use
etc. In terms of long—period inspect, this policy is important, but in
short-period view we need stable induction line which are geographically near
to, politically stable countries and have abundant resources.

From the 2006 Russia has supplied 12.3% of crude oil in the world, and
now 1is rising as the largest supply country of petroleum instead of Saudi
Arabia, as the beginning of exploitation in the East Siberia-Far East area.
Also, Russia is the largest producer and supplier of natural gas in the world
and deposits of gas is endless. Europe can’t live without Russian gas during
the winter. East and Asian—Pacific countries regard the Far East gas to
alternative resource instead of the Middle East gas.

For this reason, we need strategical cooperation with Russia to reinforce
energy security through efficient and stable energy induction.

With the cooperation between Russia and Korea, first, we can buy Russian

petroleum and gas cheap and fast from the resource—centralized area, like the
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East Siberia and the Far East area which is near to Korea geographically.
Including Korea, East-North Asian countries are able to reduce the risk of
transportation and don’t need to pay 'Asian Premium’ to the Middle East.

Second, it will take a important role to make a reconciliation and peace by
the regional unification named energy joint cooperation among Russia, North
Korea, South Korea, Japan, China and USA

Third, Russia energy can connect Russia, North Korea and South Korea
with natural gas pipe line, and also make tri—angle energy cooperation of 3
countries with connection of TKR and TSR.

Like these, if Korea utilize properly Russian resources, Korea can prepare
the moment of it’s sustainable and stable development. So the future of
Korea is depend on how to induct Russian resources.

The purpose of this thesis is to emphasize the importance of the energy
security and to study "low carbon green growth” of the Korea and Russia as
a alternative plan to diverse supply line which is maldistributed especially in
the Middle Asia.

Russia is located by the Korea and have abundant resources in the FEast
Siberia and the Far East area. If we act energy cooperation with Russia, we
can receive stable supply without external interruption.

But we have lots of problems, for examples, the absence of Korean
diplomatic power, the shortage of experts, traditional alliance with USA, the
cooperation will of the North Korea whether to construct oil transporting pipe
line, the competition of energy with China and Japan etc.

In addition to the necessity of Russian energy, another purpose of this
thesis is to analyze the actual obstacles of energy cooperation with Russia

and to find the means of solution.
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