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<Abstract>

A Study on Using Internet in Elementary Art Education
Kang Bo-ra-mi

Jeju National University, Graduate School of Education, Major of Fine Arts

Education
Adviser Prof. kang Dong-eon

Modernization process came from the rationalization process of human lives,
and such circumstances were realized through accumulation of science and
industry, which gave birth to new type of technologies, forming an era
retaining new social organizations, in particular the knowledge information
society based on computer. Hence, nowadays we cannot imagine the world
without computer which has become prevalent at home and society. ADSL is
also popularized and every day we experience its convenience. Today ADSL
1s connected to almost all the elementary schools nationwide, including branch
school at Marado island (Korea’'s southern end), and to be particular, 95% of
elementary schools are linked by the network. It seems we are now living in
network era. Teaching materials, tools and methods of conventional analog
type are being replaced by those of digital type.

With those as background, this study attempted to research and analyze the
current status of, and interest in, utilizing internet for fine arts education in
elementary schools, and presented some suggestions on future direction of
effective art education adopting internet as well as problems involved therein,

and a questionnaire survey was conducted for that purpose.
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The questionnaires were distributed to a total of 262 teachers and 988
students of 4th, 5th and 6th graders in elementary schools located in Jeju
province, and the results of collecting their answers are summarized as
below.

First, it was revealed through the survey that most schools (97%) in Jeju
island have internet system established, and the rate of using internet by
students also came out high (97%), confirming the high rate of internet
installation.

Second, most teachers and students have taken advantage of internet
(teachers - 68%, students - 97%), keeping interests in its usability, which
supports the fact that internet is now widely used at elementary schools. It
was disclosed through the survey that teachers utilize internet at art classes
mainly for data search or as teaching aid. On the contrary, to the question of
‘whether internet is applied for learning fine arts, most students in Jeju
(79.7%) answered ‘not applied,” showing high negative rate.

Third, as to the question on teacher’'s role in the cases of using internet at
fine arts class, the answer of ‘leave students to solve problems by
themselves’ came out high (37.9%).

Fourth, it was found out that using internet for art education could increase
students’ curiosity in art lesson and assignment execution, instill students
with confidence, and effectively cultivate their self-initiating learning attitude.
As to the chapter (of art lessons) suitable to internet use, most teachers and
students indicated the chapter dealing art works impression, commenting that
the chapter helps them enhance discerning eye on art impression.

Based on the above summarized results of this study, I would like to propose
several methods to facilitate the use of internet in elementary art education.
First, the role and recognition of teachers on internet use need to be changed.
The role of teacher should evolve from a mere information messenger who

just transmits to learners a lot of information (that he/she knows), into a
—_ 59 —_
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kind of guide who arranges structured problem situation for learners,
facilitates interaction with individual student as well as interaction among
students, and motivates students by monitoring learning process and
development status of individual student. Also important is the task of
teacher as cyber curator who can plan and organize exhibition of children’s
art works online.

Second, as to the biggest problem that hinders utilization of internet at art
class, development of programs suitable to elementary schoolchildren was
indicated commonly. Hence it is urgently required to develop diverse learning
material and web data through joint efforts, and systemize the relevant data.
Adequate computers and necessary programs are to be secured as well,
which shall be upgraded consistently in the way to meet students demand.
Third, it 1s necessary to secure specialized guidance teachers. Job
training-level education of teachers on practical skill and theory should be
implemented to upgrade the specialty of teachers, and subsequently art
classes should be run centering around the specialized teachers.

Lastly, adequate human resources should be secured through internet training
on art education. It is also required to conduct research for adoption of
internet in elementary art education, along with development of related
instruction methods. Researchers as well as educators should endeavor to plan

out and apply the desirable education models that utilize internet.
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