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<ABSTRACT>

Consideration of [Three treasuress by Akutagawa Ryunosuke

- Focusing on a change of the motif -
Kang Mi-Young

Japanese Education Major
Graduate School of Education at Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim Nan-Hee

This paper considered 6 fairy tale stories contained in [Three
treasuress , the only collection of fairy tales by Akutagawa Ryunosuke
focusing on a change of the motif.

Akutagawa wrote fairy tale stories at the request of Suzuki Miekichi who
first published a magazine named [Red Birds as a practice for developing
new children's literature in Taisyo Period. Akutagawa who grew up reading
Otogibanasi and Suhoji from childhood wrote gemlike fairy tale stories for
children for 5 years from 1918 to 1922 based on various kinds of
accumulated literary experience. His fairy tale stories are considered
very meaningful when discussing Japanese children's literature as they are
culturally advanced among children's literature in Taisyo Period and are
one of the mainstay of history of literature.

When examining Akutagawa's faire tale stories, they cannot be said to be
all bright and positive. In his initial works, [Spiderweb, and Magi
cy , as deep-rooted egoism to want to be redeemed by oneself appears, it

is not differentiated from his other novels in an aspect of the theme.
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However, as 1t moves to the latter part of fairy tale works, the motif
changes into warm and beautiful lives based on humanism escaping from
egoism. In other words, it can be found that motif has been changed from
doubt and despair toward humanity to trust in and recovery of human love.
Such a change of motif can be said as a change of attitude coming from
Akutagawa's consideration who keep 1t a mind that they are fairy tale
stories for children.

Due to a pessimistic tendency felt in his works, studies on his works of
literature tend to focus on the dark side of lives. But, it was found that
only such a dark side is not all characteristics of Akutagawa's works
through fairy tale stories. I think that there is a longing for naiveness
in his inner side. And also, I think that he chose a genre of fairy tale
story as a way for realizing it. In his works of fairy tale story, there
1s much warmth, hope and dream which cannot be felt in his regular novels.
Though the thing which Akutagawa had been longing for was human love, it
may be 1impossible to find out it in his real life.

Akutagawa showed such a human love in his fairy tale stories. But he did
not show it from the initial stage. As he wrote the fairy tale stories one
by one, his attitude toward the human life gradually changed into more
positive one, and finally, his latter works overcome egoism which human
being bears and recovered it with warm human loves. It can be said that

the significance of Akutagawa's fairy tale stories have is here.
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