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<Abstract>

A study on the "Water drop(UKi#), by Medoruma Shun

— Based on Narrative technique-
Oh, Bo Ram

Department of Japanese Language and Literature,

Graduate School of Jeju National University
Supervised by Professor So, Myung Sun

This document 1s a paper analyzing characteristics of narrative
technique in novels particularly focused on Akutagawa Prize winning
work, Water drop,s written by Medoruma Shun, the writer born in
Okinawa. The purpose of this paper is to perceive particularity of the
work by finding out how the writer understand the reality and what his
conscious subject is in his work.

Medoruma as a Okinawan writer, has consistently projected the history
of war in Okinawa and social issues in his work. Among his novels,
"Water drops 1is the book that has been widely studied by many people
because it is a Akutagawa Prize winning work. But most of those studies
are focused on analyzing relations to conscious subject based on
structural factors or several particular factors or reviewing works based
on political or social perspectives. And there were less research on
narrative techniques So aiming at this point, in this paper, [ tried to
analyze the "Water drops based on three narrative technique; first,
symbolic technique 2. a way for characters to speak 3. adoption of

unrealistic factors.
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Before specific analysis of the work, I looked at historical changes in
Okinawa and how literature has been developed accordingly to find out
Medoruma's status in Okinawa literature and his literary merits. History
of the Ryukyu Islands, Okinawa's history was totally different from that of
the mainland. The island has been though annexation by Japan, occupation
by the US forces, and return to the Japanese government. Those
historical peculiarities are vividly reflected in development of Okinawan
literature. Medoruma has formed existing themes like Okinawan war
memories, experiences during American occupation, indigenous world view
and traditional spirits which have shown in post-war Okinawan literature
in his works and at the same time he also present his view on social
issue in his works by adopting various narrative techniques. His new
methodological attempts have drawn attentions but given criticism written
from people in mainland, I confirmed that most of criticism is reflected
discriminatory view toward Okinawa.

Ahead of full-scaled analysis of the work, 1 reviewed first narrative
technique among narrative techniques in "Water drop, , symbolic
technique. Medoruma hasn't experienced war so he acknowledged
Okinawan war based on 'memories of others' like other people's personal
experiences, and source books. That means he has only abstract memory
on Okinawan war. To overcome his limitation, he adopted a symbolic
technique. Through two symbolic objects 'body' and 'water', he showed
that the pain and memory of Okinawan war remain in present.

Second, I looked into a way for characters to speak. There are two
distinctive factors in a way for characters in Water drops to speak.
First of all, the writer separated dialogue with standard language with
dialogue with Okinawan dialect. And lines of female character, Ushi, who
is described with a direct narrative, shows a pretty critical attitude. With

the separation of speaking language the writer shows the relevance
— 57 —
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between the oppressive measure on language at the war time and the
status of Okinawa which has been considered the minority from people in
mainland Japan. Also, he shows the gap between the live men and dead
men and memories of war and the reality. And by using direct narration,
and by using Okinawan's voice not outsider's, the writer objectifies
Okinawa and it helps emphasize the reality in Okinawa.

And [ looked into adoption of unrealistic factors. There are some
unrealistic situation was going on. But given that those unrealistic
situation 1s described with realistic description and forms individual's
oppressed memories, I could confirmed that it is a try to emphasize the
reality. And description of community where unrealistic factors and reality
can co-exist seemed to create place where pain and memories of
Okinawan war is overcome or healed. But it was also a way to emphasize
horrible reality by showing a main character who can't be healed in
community.

As seen above, I knew that Medoruma uses symbolic technique, a way
for characters to speak and adoption of unrealistic factors to form
current figure of Okinawa in his works. In other words, I can say that '
Water drops 1s a novel that shows lives of many Okinawan who have to
live with painful memories of Okinawan war, relevance between Okinawa
and mainland and self criticism of the reality of Okinawa and formed

them in various narrative techniques
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