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study is to wunderstand the students'

ABSTRACT

The Qualitative Research on the Social
Studies Subject Selection Process of

Students in General High School
- Focused on <World Geography> Subject in J

High School in Jeju City -

Byun, Yoo Cheol

Major in Geography Education
Graduate School of Education
Jeju National University

(Supervised by Professor Son, Myeong Cheol)

The biggest change with the implementation of the 7th National Curriculum in

high schools is that Elective-centered Curriculum was introduced. The range of
students' selection has been enlarged, however, it is doubtful that Elective-centered

Curriculum is carried out in accord with its fundamental purpose. The aim of this

educational significance by qualitative research. For the method of research, both

official and unofficial literatures were studied, and the characteristics of the case

_69_

subject selection process and interpret its



school were observed from insider's point of view. A survey was conducted as to
students' subject selection, and to supplement it, there were personal interviews. To
sum up, the result of this study is indicated below.

First, Elective-centered Curriculum was implemented in the 7th National
curriculum with educational meaning that subjects are selected that are related to
students' career, talent, aptitude, and interest, and deep learning is carried out. Since
Constant Revision was set for the way of revising curriculum, the Elective-centered
Curriculum has made various changes till the 2009 Revised National Curriculum. With
this trend, Social Studies subjects also had some changes in credit hour, name, and
number of courses, but these changes were made from the conflict and competition of
each field, such as Geography, History, and Civics without having separate standards.

Second, the case school is located in a region which has great influx of
population and strong financial ability. Also, the school has a long history, and its
alumni associations are very active. The students are absorbed in study with an
academic atmosphere, which results in high entrance rate for a University and the
image of prestigious school with history and tradition. As for the construction of
Elective-centered Curriculum for Social Studies subjects of the case school, the
changes are due to not only the effect of the 2009 Revised National Curriculum but
also the effect of ‘S’ University. The case school in reference to selecting the
subject of Social Studies consisted of three classes: one class with <World
Geography>, another with <Economics>, and the other with <Life Ethics>, and the
correlation of the career hopes and the subject selection was the strongest in the
class with <Economics>. When it comes to economic levels, there were not any big
differences. Study achievement was the lowest in the class that selected <Life
Ethics>, and it seems that this is because the number of students who study art and
physical education in that class is relatively a lot.

Third, students selected their subjects with these steps: Survey Demand —
Survey Subject Selection — Change Subject. The students were not given enough

information in these steps, and they were not allowed to change the subject at their
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own will by reason of textbook purchases and prevention of student breakaway.

Fourth, in interpreting the students' subject selection, most of the students who
took <Social Studies> in their first semester of the freshman year used the experience
of taking the class in selecting their subjects. Others who did not take the class often
selected their subjects with a firm belief and their middle school experience.

Fifth, students were having difficulty in acquiring information about the optional
subjects due to the lack of guide to the optional subjects and their passive attitudes.
The ways of gaining information were various. However, careful attention was
needed when acquiring information as in case of gaining information via Internet or
friends, some students were offered the wrong information or the stereotyped image
of the subjects. Students without proper information pointed out that they needed
explanation of the optional subjects from teachers who are in charge of each subject.

Sixth, in relation to selecting factors of <World Geography>, students attributed
importance to interest, aptitude, the high school records, and the grades that they got
in college entrance exam, but the relevance to their careers was low. This indicates
that the purpose of Elective-centered Curriculum is not accomplished well, and the
same result was obtained from the factors of not selecting <World Geography>.

In this regard, the plan for increasing the selection rate of <World Geography>
is to improve the negative image of <World Geography> that it is a subject which
requires memorization. It was confirmed that for this purpose, contents involving real
life, such as tourism and comprehension of other countries should be provided along
with the examples around us. In addition to this, <World Geography> should be
introduced to students, especially, it was found to be important to arouse students'
interest who are concerned about their careers by giving them information about both
direct and indirect fields for entering into society.

Through this study, we were able to get close observation of how the subject
selection system of social studies is utilized in school field and how students accept it.
Futhermore, on the basis of the result, this study is expected to serve to increase the

selection rate of <World Geography> and to understand Elective-centered Curriculum as well.
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