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<Abstract>

A Study on the Development and Application of Elementary

Social Studies Simulation Game for Global Citizen Education

Yong-Kyu Lee

Geography Education, Graduate School of Jeju Univ.

Supervised by Myeong—Cheol Son

This study aims to develop simulation games for global citizen education,
apply it into elementary 6" graders, and discuss how to identify why such a
game 1s effective.

To this end, this study analyzes the concept and necessity of global citizen
education and the significance and characteristics of simulation game and then
develops games at a higher-grader level of elementary school according to
the simulation game development procedures. This study applies such
simulation games into actual classes and reviews the usefulness of simulation
games by looking at the responses from students during classes, listening to
their thoughts after classes, and having an interview. Finally, this study
presents such as simulation game as one type of teaching method to be used
for global citizen education especially in elementary school students.

Our research findings are as follows:

First, simulation game can arouse more Iinterests and attention from
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students than the teacher—led expository instruction which is dominant in
social studies education. After observing students during class and having an
interview and listening to their thoughts after class, it was found that the
simulation game played an important role in arousing children’s interests in
learning and that all students actively participated in the game activities.
Students who felt no interests in social studies before actively participated in
the simulation game containing such an element, i.e. game. What they have
learned remained longer in student’s memory as if it were an episodic
memory, because children can participate in such games beyond the
teacher—led instructional form and they can learn through the games related
to the learning objective.

Second, naturally, students can learn the qualifications that global citizens
must carry through such simulation games. To the elementary school
students who had no opportunity to feel such a wide society, the world.
simulation game enables them to make a small world in a classroom and
experience various things in it. Through such a simulation game, they can
solve problems in various situations on their own and improve such problems.
By doing so, students can naturally foster global citizenship. From a cognitive
perspective, they can understand the basic knowledge that global citizens
must know, for example, why people are engaged in world trade, by doing
trade as a member of one nation. In addition, they cal learn the positive and
negative aspects of globalization, in which route hamburgers and coffees are
made, and how much a large company can make profits. From a definitive
perspective, they can learn morality by looking at fakes or imitations
occurring in the process of trading and trading ethics in the games related to
industrial spy and smuggling.

We have the following three suggestions after applying the simulation
game for global citizen education into actual classes.

First, it is necessary to develop systematic and various simulation games
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for global citizen education. It is not easy for teachers in active service to
develop and apply such simulation games because it takes a lot of time to
develop, prepare, and apply such simulation games. Such simulation games
can be used easily and widely only when they are developed and distributed
more frequently for teaching and learning purposes.

Second, it i1s necessary to encourage teachers to utilize the data that
generalized the simulation games which had already been studied by
education study society, club, and academic society. In fact, it is difficult for
teachers in service to make a plan and utilize simulation game learning
programs because it takes much time and efforts. Thus, if we can make a
40-minute program containing games and data for applications into actual
classes, it will be greatly useful for teachers.

Third, it is necessary to consider to some extent such simulation games
should contain learning elements. If trying to apply a lot of learning contents
in textbooks into games, the game rules become complex and difficult and
thus they don’t have learning effects as much as they expected. Conversely,
if trying to apply less amount of learning contents into games for excessive
simplification, their interests will drop and thus their learning effects will be
reduced. Therefore, it is necessary to develop various simulations games in
which students can participate enjoyably and from which they can acquire

learning contents with textbook and game elements properly combined.
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