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ABSTRACT

A Study on Historical Perspective and Poetic Style of Donggye
Jeong On

Ko Eun-soon

Dongye Jeong On was born in 1569 and died in 1641. He lived in the
middle of the Joseon Dynasty. During the dynasty there was a series of wars
abroad and the leadership was caught in a maelstrom of sudden changes and
was constantly confronting dethronement. The professional career of Donggye
can be outlined when he was acknowledged by Gwanghaegun and the King
Injo by virtue of his fidelity which made him possible to assume some relevant
posts.

His literary works, including poetry, feature his personal demotion and
banishment, as well as the Manchu war. Many of his works allow us to
discover his unique historical perspective. The works of Dongye give a unique
view of the situation at that time and historical flow.

Joseon of Gwanghaegun was a hard time for Donggye due to the demotion and
banishment. Donggye started his political career at the age of 42. He was a
judge of Gyeongseong at that time and he was opposed to Gwanghae's moving
in to the Gyeongwoon Palace. His poems written at that time have to do with
liege homage. With the death of the Grand Prince Yeongchang in the Year of
the Ox, Donggye presented 'Gabinbongsas;. Gwanghaegun was furious about
this so he sent Donggye into exile in Jeju. It is found in post 'Gabinbongsa,
literary works. In these literary works, Donggye not only showed his loyalty but

also expostulated to the king.
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As a Confucian scholar, Donggye always maintained his loyalty of retainer and
fidelity in exile. He cultivated his own opinions through reading especially
regarding social issues. the result was his literary works, which were made by
his writing brush.

In our studies, we have learned that Donggye acted on moral grounds,
through this he learned to accept to the enthronement of Injo, and understand
his theory of Providence. However, Gwanghaegun went against the Three Bonds
and Five Relationships in Confucianism by deliberating murder of the Queen
and justifying the enthronement of Grance Prince Yeongochang Injo's through
moral principles. Ergo, Donggye saw this as a just and great cause. That is to
say, the enthronement was by God's will and Donggye was seen as God's will.
He contemplated that taking service under a second lord was not a disloyalty,
but submission to God's will.

In the period of the Manchu war and the transition of the Ming to Qing,
we learned of the rejection of peace and negotiations which was reflected in
Donggye's poetry. He considered Ming as a parent country to the Dynasty of
Joseon to have a parent-child relationship. He regarded the death of the
emperor of Ming as a death of parents. This idea was maintained even when
his life was at stake. He attempted suicide when he heard that the King Injo
was going to surrender to Qing in Namhansanseong Fortress. After his life was
saved, Donggye pleaded not to pass the Royal seal awarded by Ming to the
barbarians.

His poetry presents us with perspective on both large and small events in
the country, and the Horan diplomatic situation during the Manchu war. It is
considered that his literary works serve as a crucial clue to understanding the
situation at that time, from the perspective of pro-Ming and anti-Qing. His
perspective it has its own limits in the sense that Donggye was seized with

moral justification and did not consider the international situation at the time.
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