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ABSTRACT

A Study on Elementary English Teachers’
Beliefs and Attitudes

Kim, Su Ja

Major in Elementary English Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Kim, Iksang

English has been considered an important subject and it has been given
more room in the curriculum since it first appeared on the elementary
curriculum in 1997. This has led various kinds of English teachers into schools
including full-charge English teachers, homeroom teachers, native English
instructors, and English conversation instructors. This study aims to reveal
diverse elementary English teachers’ beliefs and opinions about English
education and to figure out the changes in the past ten years.

The following three research questions are formulated for the study. Are
there any difference in their beliefs and opinions among elementary teachers,
English conversation instructors and native English instructors? What are the
differences between the teachers with full-charge teaching experience in English
and the ones with no full-charge experience? What significant changes have
occurred during the period between Kim (2007) and the present study (2015)?

The participants in the study include 128 elementary teachers (93 with
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experience in full-charge English teaching 93, 35 with no experience in
full-charge), 50 English conversation instructors, and 62 native English
instructors. The study uses a Korean-version of the same measurement in
Reber (2001), Kim (2007), and Yang (2007).

To compare three different groups of elementary teachers, English
conversation instructors and native English instructors, descriptive statistic
analysis and one-way ANOVA were conducted. T test was also performed to
compare the recognition between full-charge English teachers and homeroom
teachers and also to figure out the changes in the past ten years between
Kim(2007) and the present study.

The results and findings are summarized in three parts.

Firstly, the results of their beliefs show that native English instructors
seem not to fully understand elementary English curriculum and tend to prefer
to teach grammatical rules with deductive methods.

It is necessary to provide English training programs for native English
instructors who did not learn Pedagogy or linguistics. Considering that creative
experiential activities and after-school programs partly come into force, it should
be avoided for poorly qualified native English instructors to participate in
teaching by themselves. Furthermore, national support for diverse research
activities and training activities will be needed to narrow the different views on
English education among elementary teachers, English conversation instructors
and native English instructors.

Secondly, on analysis of the different views on English education between
elementary class teachers and English subject only teachers, it is found that
full-charge English teachers not only use much more English and encourage
students to use English a lot more than elementary class teachers do, but also
reduce the anxiety of learners through small group activities and make good use
of them. Consequently, English subject only teaching can be wuseful to
understand English education and increase expertise in teaching English.

Thirdly, comparative analyses are done in order to figure out any

meaningful changes about the awareness and the attitude of English education
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between the previous study(by Iksang Kim, 2007) and that of present
elementary teachers, and the results are as follows: in terms of understanding
language learning theory, making full use of communicative language teaching,
implementing learner-centered education, appreciating the importance of culture
education and estimating based on diverse ways and situation, very meaningful
and positive changes occurred to elementary teachers both in 2007 and in 2015.
However, this study has a limit in that the objects of this study are
teachers who live only in Jeju Province. Therefore, nationwide study on
elementary teachers’ beliefs and attitude of English education would be more

meaningful and provide more beneficial implications for English education.
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(2= 2] Questionnaire for English teachers

Dear Colleagues:

participate in a questionnaire study

would be appreciated.
Sincerely,

Kim Suja

[ am an elementary school teacher. I would like to invite you to
searching for
classroom teaching behaviors and attitude. Your responses to the
questionnaire will remain anonymous. Your voluntary participation

effective

% Please mark the following questions.(+/)

1. Sex: Male Female

2. Age: Twenties ~ Thirties Forties

3. Major: Tesol Linguistics
English Education Others

4. How long have you taught English in Korea?

Fifties

Literature

years

Part 1. Instruction: For each of the following statements, please indicate

how important you consider the teacher behavior described for effective

English teaching in a classroom setting. Read each statement and then

decide if you:

(5) strongly agree (4) agree (3) neural (2) disagree

(1) strongly disagree

Effective English teacher. . . .

SA A

SD
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creates lesson plans that emphasize particular grammatical

1 . 5 1
aspects of English.

9 teaches new complex language structures only after less 5 1
complex structures have been introduced and practiced.
uses information gap activities(where students have to find

3 | out unknown information from a classmate or another | 5 1
source).
uses small groups to help learners experience a greater

4 | degree of involvement and to engage them in group |5 1
discussions independent of the teacher.

Effective English teacher. . . . SA SD

5 gives learners a time limit to complete small group 5 1
activities.

6 bases at least some part of students’ grades on their 5 1
actual use of the English.

7 bases at least some part of students’ grades on completion 5 1
of assigned group tasks.

8 | uses role play situations from the beginning of instruction. | 5 1

9 encourages students to express and discuss their needs 5 1
and preferences for English.

10 adjusts learning activities to meet the needs of English 5 1
students with a variety of interests.

11 shows personal involvement in or enthusiasm for English 5 ]
and culture.

12 | permits learners to selects their own topics for discussion. | 5 1

13 trains English students to use various learning 5 ]
strategies(i.e., self-evaluation, repetition, imagery, etc.).

14 varies learning activities of English instruction depending 5 1

on learners’ ages.
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uses activities and assignments that draw learners’

15 5 1
attention to specific grammatical features.
uses activities where learners need to understand a certain

16 | grammatical feature to understand the meaning of spoken | 5 1
or written text.

17 simplifies his or her English output so students can 5 |
understand what is being said.

18 thoroughly explains new grammar rules before asking 5 1
students to practice them.

19 teaches grammar inductively(i.e, gives examples before 5 1
grammatical rules).

20 teaches appropriate hesitation or other discourse strategies 5 1
to help learners gain time in conversational exchanges.

21 | exposes students to different dialects of English. 5 1

99 requires students to practice unfamiliar grammatical forms 5 1
or patterns in substitution or transformation exercises.

Effective English teacher. . . . SA SD

93 uses recasts(correct reformulations of students’ speech) as 5 ]
a preferred method of corrective feedback.

24 interrupts students to correct errors immediately after they 5 |
occur.
uses indirect cues or hints to signal errors to the learner (

25| such as, asking them if they are sure their response is |5 1
correct or using facial expressions or body language).
has students act out commands or engage in other

26 | physical activity given by the teacher to practice listening | 5 1

comprehension in English.
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uses English as the exclusive means of classroom

27 . 5 1
communication.

28 provides learners with concrete tasks to complete while 5 )
reading or listening to texts in English.
teaches English students to use strategies to improve their

29 | vocabulary learning (e. g., memory devices or creating a | 5 1
mental image of the word).

30 presents grammar rules one at a time and has students 5 1
practice examples of each rule before going on to another.

31 devotes class time to giving examples of cultural 5 ]
differences between target and native language use.
teaches idiomatic expressions and language routines to

32 | help learners successfully engage in conversations in | 5 1
English.

33 encourages learners to begin speaking in English only 5 1
when they feel that they are ready to.

a4 encourages English learners to speak in English beginning 5 )
the first day of class.

35 explains why learner responses are inaccurate when 5 1
students make errors.
allows students to write summaries or answer questions on

36 | reading or listening passages using English rather than | 5 1
English.

37 | tests grammatical accuracy in spoken language production. | b 1

38 | tests grammatical accuracy in written language production. | 5 1

Effective English teacher. . . . SA SD

39 understands the fundamentals of linguistic analysis 5 1
(phonology, morphology, syntax) as they apply to English.

40 | uses English competently. 5 1
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provides opportunities for students to reinforce and

41 | further their knowledge of other disciplines through |5 1
English.

49 assists students in recognizing the distinctive viewpoints 5 1
that are available only through English and its cultures.
provides opportunities for students to demonstrate

43 | understanding of the nature of language through |5 1
comparisons of English and their own.

44 provides opportunities for students to use English both 5 ]
within and beyond the school setting.

45 teaches grammar deductively (i.e., gives grammatical rule 5 1
before examples).
integrates computer-aided instruction (e.g.,

46 | computer-based exercises, e-mail, the Internet, CD-ROM, | 5 1
etc.) into English teaching.
frequently uses authentic materials and realia (e.g., maps,

4’7 | pictures, artifacts, items of clothing, foods) to illustrate | 5 1
features of English and culture.

Part II. Instruction: For each of the following statements regarding English

teaching and learning in a classroom setting, please indicate the extent to

which you agree with each statement.

(5) strongly agree (4) agree (3) neural (2) disagree (1) strongly disagree

grammatical mistakes.

English teaching and learning SA SD
48 Adult learners will rarely, if ever, achieve native-like 5 |
proficiency in English.
49 Adults learn English in a manner similar to the way they 5 ]
learned their first language.
50 English learners should be corrected when they make 5 ]
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Learning English “on the street” is generally more effective

51 . . 5 1

than learning it in the classroom.
English teaching and learning SA SD

59 English is learned predominantly by intimating correct 5 1
models of the language.

53 Using small group instruction is likely to reduce learner 5 1
anxiety.
Aspects of the English that are taught are more difficult to

54| use in natural communication than aspects of English that | 5 1
are learned in natural communication.

55| It is essential to correct as many errors as possible. 5 1
Language comprehensible to the learner but slightly above

56| the difficulty level of his or her productive ability is all | 5 1
that is necessary for English acquisition.

57 One of the most important things a English teacher can do 5 ]
is reduce learner anxiety.

58 Most of the mistakes learners make are due to differences 5 1
between English and their native language.
Using small group instruction is likely to enhance student

59| self-correction when students hear correct forms of |5 1
English from each other.

60 English learners should be grouped into groups of fast and 5 |
slow learners to accelerate language learning.
Too much interaction with native speakers can hinder

01| beginning English learners because native speakers |5 1
generally take control of conversations.

62 English learners should interact with native speakers of 5 ]

English as often as possible.
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Each person possesses certain subconscious knowledge

63| about language that allows him or her to learn English to | 5 1
some degree.
English learners can learn to use English proficiently by

64| mere exposure to it (i.e., reading in or listening to the | b 1
language).

65 The higher a person’s IQ, the more likely he or she is to 5 1
learn English well.

66 Using small group instruction is likely to cause students to 5 ]
learn inaccurate forms of English from each other.

English teaching and learning SA SD

The learner who identifies with English group more

67| accurately learns English than the learner who learns the | 5 1
language for personal gain (i.e., monetary).
English learners acquire English structures in a predictable

68| order, whether the language is learned in a classroom or | 5 1
not.

69 English learners do not always learn structures of the 5 ]
language by means of formal grammar instruction.
Activities that focus on the exchange of meaning between

70| two speakers are more important than activities that focus | 5 1
on the manipulation of grammatical forms.
Aspects of English that are formally learned enable

71| learners to edit their English speech for grammatical | 5 1
correctness.

79 Learners must understand every word of an oral message 5 1
to understand what is being said in English.

73 Making the first occurrence of a new word memorable is 5 1
more important than practicing it several times.

74 Insistence on rapid speaking by the learner improves 5 |

English performance.
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75

Native or near-native language proficiency of the teacher
is more important than his or her teaching skills.

76

Tests should imitate real-life language wuse situations
whenever possible.

77

Testing students on what has been taught in class is more
important than testing their overall language development.

78

Portfolio assessment (a collection of student’s work, such
as, oral and written reports, creative projects, writings,
etc.) can be used to validly and reliably measure student

achievement in English.

79

Teaching about the target culture is not as important as

teaching grammar and vocabulary.

80

Familiarity with theories of second language acquisition
helps English acquisition helps English teachers teach
better.
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