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ABSTRACT

A Study on Elementary School Teachers’
Perceptions on the Stability of Elementary
English Education

Jang, Mikyoung

Major in Elementary English Education
Graduate School of Education

Jeju National University

Supervised by Professor Ko, Kyounghee

The following study is based on the views of five elementary teachers who
have experienced elementary English education since its introduction into the
Korean elementary school system. The purpose of this study is to gain insight
into whether or not the elementary English curriculum is settled into the
overall elementary curriculum. If it is not settled, then what changes are
necessary to sufficiently incorporate it? The following research questions

guided the present study:

Research Question 1. Do the participating teachers view that the elementary
English language instruction has been stabilized ?
Research Question 2. If elementary English education is not viewed as

stabilized, what changes do the participant teachers suggest be made toward

_9"_



stable practice of elementary English education?

The research results of the study are summarized as follows:

For Research Question 1, four out of the five participants expressed that
English education is not vet settled within the elementary school curriculum.
Although there is disparity in the definition of “settlement” as a concept, the
five teachers of elementary English education commonly mentioned the
following problems:

First of all, English classes not taught by class teachers do not provide
favorable learning conditions for elementary learners. In the specialist teacher
system, professional development happens to only a limited number of
teachers. Also. teacher support systems such as native speaker teacher
assistants and special teachers for English conversation often results in
inappropriate teaching practices.

Secondly, in the specialist teacher system, it is difficult to provide appropriate
education for lower-level learners, which in turn lowers the likelihood for these
students to be ready for the next grade within the English curriculum.

Thirdly, there have been gaps in the elementary English curriculum such as
the absence of phonics. There has been little support in the area of teaching
methodology.

Lastly, there has been little information sharing and discussions regarding

elementary English education among teachers.

The research results of Research Question 2 are as follows.

First, it is recommended that the class teacher system be adopted in order to
promote learners’ learning. The transition to the class teacher will be a
mechanism to create a higher quality elementary English education
environment, which will reduce or solve the problems mentioned in Research

Question 1.
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Secondly, Korean elementary teachers should lead English education.
Discussions to identify ways to utilize native teacher assistants more
effectively are needed. Adequate education and proper assessment should be
provided to ensure achievement of learning aims of a given grade curriculum.
The class teacher system, optimal for the purposed needs to be practiced.
Third, efforts are needed to develop stages for literacy development in
elementary English curriculum. It is necessary to review the content of
textbooks in consideration of learners language development and the
development of the various stages of effective teaching methodologies.
Fourth, a scholarship atmosphere should be formed to encourage the
development, implementation and sharing of creative teaching strategies,
methods and activities conducive to the field of English education to enhance
the educational effect.

Previous research in line with the results of the present study is discussed.
Attention and efforts are called for in order to equip elementary English

education with more facilitative teaching/learning environment.

Key words: the Stability of elementary English education, dedicated
elementary English curriculum, native English teacher, elementary English

education
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