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Review of Yangjehae and Jeju People Mobyeon (31#%)

Kim, Cheong—Ki*

This is an accusation against the dual violence of state power. One
is the violence which was forced upon people at the scene and the other
is the distorted violence which left only false confessions as a result of
torture. Therefore, I have been trying to recover the honor of Yang Jae
Hae who, though illiterate, was followed by many people and finally
sacrificed his life for righteous affairs, two hundred years ago. In
addition, I have been trying to console souls and recover historic honor
for those six victims who were also flogged to death and the 60 left
half-paralyzed, and marked as rebellious criminals.

It has been revealed that what really happened in 1813, in Ara
village, Jeju, was not a rebellion but a simple gathering. It was only a
meeting to rectify the exploitation and oppression by deputies who
glorified their golden age with all manner of deception. Moreover, the
appointed meeting failed to take place as word of it got out. However,
the leader Yang Je Hae was immediately arrested and killed by torture
by jeju governor on the very night he planned the gathering. The
governor reported this simple gathering as an attempted rebellion. The
government, which already went through the nightmare from Hong
Kyung Rae’s rebellion in 1812, declared it to be a rebellion with out
hesitation.

* Professor, Jeju National University
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Sang Chan Gye and the Jeju governor distorted various truths like
the ones above as wells as reporting the following to the central
government in a plot to prove amilitary rebellion. According to their
plot, rebels had nine hundred recruits armed with rifles, guns, and gun
powder brought from the mainland. They then attacked and took over
Jeju, Jeong Eue, and Dae Jeong at the same time. Afterwards, they
killed the superintendents of these areas: Yang Je Hae declared himself
Jeju governor and Jeju as separate state from the nation. It was vicious
plot supported by evidence contrived from bloody torture. However, all
of these turned out to be false. The tragic Yang Je Hae was revived
as a Jeju hero among its people.

I owe a great deal of respect to Kim Ik Kang and Lee Kang Hwe for
restoring and consoling Yang Je Hae's soul with their collaboration on,
"The beginning and the end of Sang Chan Gye,. In view of the fact
that, Kim was suspected as the head planner of the rebellion, allowed
provision of honest and detailed descriptions of the incident by Kim.
Lee, a student of the well-known scholar, Da-San, drew out lively
pictures based on Kim's story
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