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<Abstract>

Reception of Music into Modemn Korean Poetry

Kim Byung-taek

The focus of this piece is on how music is received by poets from
the point of view of comparative literature. To this end, the author has
included categories such as ‘Premises of Discussion: Connection
between Literature and Music,’ 'Reception of Music as a Motif of
Poetry,” and 'Reception of Music as a Setting of Poetry.’

Poetry and music fall in connected genres. This can be known from
the fact that German composers in the 19th century preferred lyric
poetry. Poetry and music were once in the spotlight of discussion,
which is another piece of evidence showing their inseparability. Richard
Strauss composed an opera concemning this issue. Due to this fact, some
musicians see the history of 19%th century lieder as a prescription on
relations between poetry and music. Relations between narrative and
music are also as strong. Thomas Mann’s writing technique is the
same as Schonberg’s serial technique of composition with dodecaphony.
The same is true in relations between drama and music. Music was
used in Brecht's epics to cut off the audience’s empathy and stop the
progress of epics. Brecht devised the concept of 'gesture music’ as the
ideal music for epics.

It is safe to say that the motif of Secret Tears 20 is all the aspects
of life that Mahler's Symphony #5 connotes. His Symphony #5 is rough,
tragic, and solemn. After the speaker in the poem asks, "Who is
Mahler?”, he defines Mahler as ‘a painter who revived death,’ and
"Mojisabahaom’ is arranged in the last line. It can be said that this
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clearly employs the same structure of Symphony #'s theme.

The motif of "Piano Sonata, is 'Chorus Sounds’ and 'That Sad
Piano Sonata’. The motif is closed, relating to the desire of a writer.
For example, such desire could be to sing a song while raising the
pitch, shaking one’s shoulder, or with tearful eyes. What the writer
really wants to reveal in this poem, however, is not desire but his
current ego looking back on itself.

Kim Jongsam’'s "Music- Mahler’s to <Kindertoten Lieder> received
as its source Mahler’s love song "Kindertotenlieder,. In Riickert’s poem
on which Mahler based his song, "child” is expressed in different ways
as "you,"” a "kid” and "my sweet daughter.” In Kim Jongsam’'s "Music-
Maria’s to <Kindertoten Lieder>,, second person pronouns are also
used, but they are different from those in Riickert's work. However,
there are the same factors that appear in the two poets’ poems: sad
remembrances evoking a variety of feelings, while showcasing a
Christian view of life and death.

Lee Hyunggi’'s "Winter Wanderer; received two themes from
Schubert’'s <Die Winterreise>: the lonely, painful journey and beasts as
symbols. Symbolic beasts appear in Shubert’'s <Die Winterreise>
several times. A “wolf" that appears in Lee Hyunggi's "Winter
Wanderer; is a beast that carmies a symbolic meaning. However, the
"wolf” is not only the wolf that does nothing but cry, starved to death,
with canine teeth, but also the wolf that symbolizes the dark side of
redlity. In this sense, Lee Hyunggi's reception of Schubert is a creative
one.

e Key Words: poetry and music, reception of music, motif of poetry,
setting of Poetry.





