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Foreign Relations in Ancient Tamra Kingdom

din, Yeong-ir

The aim of this paper is to understand the situations of ancient
Tamra Kingdom by looking at it with as various angles as possible
which had existed for about five hundred years. But, since the
historical documents related to Tamra Kingdom are in fragments and
small in number, the following results are obtained by interpreting the
documents with the viewpoint of international relations such as a
tributary system:

Tamra Kingdom in the second year of King Munju (A.D. 476) paid
tribute to Baekje Kingdom. At this time, Baekje was faced with a
national crisis which Hansung, the capital of Baekje Kingdom at that
time, had fallen by King Jangsu of Koguryo Kingdom and Baekje
Kingdom had to move its capital into Woongjin southward. It seemed
that Tamra Kingdom sent envoys to Baekje Kingdom to investigate the
rapidly changing international situation. In this way, Tamra Kingdom
appeared in the history book for the first time as utilizing international
relations as a momentum. This shows that the establishment of Tamra
Kingdom was closely related to foreign trade or tributary diplomacy
with surrounding strong powers.

Tamra Kingdom in the second year of King Munmu paid tribute to
Silla Kingdom. This was when a very important event in the Korean

* Department of History, College of Humanities, Cheju National University
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Peninsula, that is the fall of Baekje Kingdom, had occurred two years
before. By sending envoys to Silla Kingdom which won the battle and
became dominant in the Korean Peninsular, Tamra Kingdom seemed
to develop a tributary diplomacy in order to promote positive
relationship with Silla Kingdom.

The allied forces from the army for reconstructing Baekje Kingdom
and Japanese army were completely destroyed by the allied forces
from Silla Kingdom and Tang Kingdom at the battle of Baekchongang
in A. D. 663. In AD. 665, two year after this battle, Yingue Yu, a
general from Tang Kingdom, went back to Tang together with envoys
from Silla, Baekje and Tamra to perform a ceremony toward Heaven.
This incident also shows that whenever an important war occurred,
Tamra envoys carefully watched how it would develop. When Tamra
envoys attended the ceremony with envoys from Silla, Baekje, and
Japan, they are rather above Japanese envoys in rank. This seemed to
mean not that Tamra was stronger than Japan, but that Tamra's
proper tributary diplomacy pleased Tang Kingdom. This also is the
case which shows that Tamra’s identity was related to international
relations such as foreign trade and tributary diplomacy.

When Baekje perished late in the 7th century, Tamra searched for
new international relation by paying tribute to Japan. According to the
Historical Document of Japan, Tamra sent envoys almost thirty times.
This is regarded as an attempt to seek new alliance with Japan instead
of Baekje. The way Tamra took was to set up the positive international
relations between Tamra and Japan by paying tribute to Japanese
government. Japanese government, however, was indifferent to such a
tributary diplomacy by Tamra. Tamra envoys, however, brought many
goods, grain seeds, and agricultural tools into Tamra. Tamra's
tributary diplomacy provided not only with mere political measures for
security, but also with opportunity for learning cultures, knowledge
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and institutions abroad. Acquiring these cultures and knowledge
became a condition for the survival of Tamra Kingdom.

This paper criticizes Japanese scholars’ views on ancient Tamra
Kingdom. The criticism is especially directed to Kimiaki Mori(#% 2:#%)
who looked at Tamra’s tributary diplomacy as rule-ruled relationship.
Paying attention to tributary system which was the international rules
of East Asia at that time, my interpretation says that it enabled Tamra
to set for relationships with neighboring nations. Mori’'s view was
grounded on a historical false image such as the theory of Japanese
Empire which said that Japan at that time together with China formed
two axial states. Then, Tamra, together with Silla and Baekje, in
ancient East Asia, became a satellite nation of ancient Japanese
Empire. This paper emphasized that Mori's view was a historical false
image due to his misreading of tributary system.

tribute system, Tamra Kingdom, suzerain state, subordinate state,
Tang, Baekje, Silla, Japan
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