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Summary

Situation of Country’s Division and Embodiment into Literature
—in the case of Oh Young-soo

Kim Young-hwa

Oh Young-soo(1914—1979) saw a tragic situation of country's division together with
country’s liberation at the age of 32,

Soon after this, he experienced 6 + 25 war, and at this time he served in the front line with
the other literary men.

Around 1970, he also saw the question of reunion of families, which were scattered all over
the South and North. being discussed through the Red Cross Mediation, and paid a concern
a new on the South—North Subejects following the 7.4 Joint Statement.

He wrote the novels, deeply feeling and utilizing as a foundation of his works the tragedy
and pain of our people inflicted by the division of land during 35 years of his living in the
age of division.

Generally, such works can be classified and summorized as follows:

1) Such novels as “Wild Grapes”, “Reminiscences” belong to this catergory. whcih are
written on the life of common people who were sacrificing their lives sandwitched between
Communist Guerrillas' activity and police force liquidating the guerrillas, with the period
before 6 - 25 war for its background.

2) Such novels as “Two Refugees”, “Frost Spring” also belong to this classification which
are written on ruining of common peoples’s livelihood itself, that is, the death and refugee
life etc.. with the background of 6 25 war.

3) There can be found those novels whcih reilluminate the meaning and the injury of that
war and conceive positively of overcoming of country’s division in the background of the
beginning of 1960's which entered into the period of a little stability along with the end of
the war. Such novels are “Anna’s will”, “Chupung Ridge”

4) The other novels are those which positively think of overcoming of the separated
families’ tragedy and of country's division with the background of 1970’s in which a
movement of scattered family reunion and 7.4 Joint Statement made an apperance.

“Bird”, “Stone Statue of Fahtasy” belong to them,

This writer embodied the above situations into literary works, examining how the situation
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of the division gave pains our people and searching the ways for its overcoming. This means
that the writer wrote the novels cherishing deep interest in the past history and prest

realities.
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