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<Abstract>

Revisitd <Chunhyangjeon>

— It is surrender than resistance —

Kang Moon-jong

This study tried to read Chun - hyang - jeon(%%#) all over again
through  <Yeol - yeo - chun - hyang - syu - jyeol - ga> in Byeong - o
maeng - ha(W4#i%) Wan - san - gae - gan(EILBEF)) 33 chapters
edition. The aim of this study is to criticize the common and
stereotyped themes of <Chunhyangjeon> such as resistance, criticism
and human liberation, and to find out the meanings hidden in the works.

At first, we can catch Chunhyang’s desire to class herself into
mainstream society in her unconscious words. So we can learn that her
ego could not criticize the mainstream society and also resist it by no
means.

Second, Chunhyang regarded herself in the same light as noble
women and added the identity of 'virtuous woman’ to her existing
identity as a gisaeng(#%4:) upon her parting with bachelor Lee. It is not
too much to say that Chunhyang’s above character was the typical
character of people who were immersed in those days’ ideology.

Third, the fundamental reason of conflict between Chunhyang and
Governor Byeon lay not in the resistant sense and criticism of
Chunhyang but in her fantasy to abide by Confucian ideology and his
behaviors to deny her idea under the positive law. Therefore, the
resistance to Govermnor Byeon(HAFE) does not mean the resistance to
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ruling class and social contradictions, rather showed that she cbeyed
thoroughly the Confucian idea of Joseon(#i&¥) society.

Fourth, the voice of farmers who stand for common people did not
criticize the total aspects of feudal contradictions. As they praised
highly that Chunhyang lead a virtuous life in spite of being gisaeng,
their consciousness did little deviate from the Confucian ideology. Such
view could be seen more clearly in Chunhyang’s fellow gisaengs. They
never challenged directly to that times with their own independent
selves. They were just immersed in the most dominant ideology.

In conclusion, <Chunhyangjeon>'s ostensible framework is made up
of Chunhyang's parting forced by social status difference and the
antagonism with a feudal official. However, in the background, the
novel intended to put down root and expand Confucian ideology.

eKey words: unconscious words, identification, resistance, criticism,
Confucian ideology





