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<abstract>

The Jeju Special Self-Governing Province and
the Challenges to the Island of World Peace

- focusing on promoting the international peace-network -

Boo Chan Kim

The idea and policy to designate Jeju as an Island of World
Peace was proposed in order to make Jeju a “center of South-North
Korean exchanges and cooperation’ and ‘Mecca of Peace’ for
Northeast Asia. in 1999, the Special Act on Jeju Development was
revised to provide a legal basis for designating Jeju as an Island of
World Peace. The legal rationale was further supported and
strengthened in Article 12 of the Special Act on Jeju Free
International City which took effect from April 1st. 2002.

Jeju has since consistently engaged in efforts to build an Island
of World Peace. As a part of the peace promoting policy. Jeiu
Peace Forum was first held in June 2001 and continued to
transform Jeju into an Island of World Peace. Central Government
announced the Declaration of the Designation of Jeju as Island of
World Peace on January 27th. 2005 with the aim of developing Jeju
as the base of operations for Northeast Asian peace and
inter-Korean exchanges.

The designation of Jeju as Istand of World Peace holds great
significance in that the Central Government has officially recognized
the civilian-initiated and district-level peace movement on a national
level. But. Jejuian peace movement should be provided with more
legal and institutional framework to spread on an international level.

The Special Act on the Establishment of Jeju  Special
Self-Governing Province and the Creation of Free International
City(hereinafter. “the Special Act”) that replaced the Special Act on
Jeju Free International City was passed by the National Assembly
and became effective on July 1st. 2006. This Special Act has same
clause on the Island of World Paace
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But. the Special Act has no provisions about guasi-governmental
authority and special legal institutions to make an external relations
for promoting peaceful exchanges and cooperation with other
foreign local entities. An effective execution of the projects for Jeju
Free International City and Island of World Peace would, however.
require more strong and systematic approach to build up the
legislative, administrative and financial foundation including a
diplomatic competence for mutual cooperation and division of roles
and responsibilities among the Central Government. Jeju Special
Self-Governing Province and other non-State actors including
peace-related NGOs.

Jeju Special Self-Governing Province in collaboration with the
Central Government and no-State actors has to make bridging
strategies for Island of World Peace with Special Self-Governing
Province and Free International City. establish leading organizations
or institutes for Island of World Peace. strengthen its peace-building
competences and build a peaceful island in its area. promote its
role for South-North Korean exchanges, and construct an
international peace-network for exchanges and cooperation with
foreign local entities. peace cities and peace-related NGOs.

Key Words : Jeju Special Self-Governing Province. designation
of Island of World Peace. local diplomacy. South-North Korean
exchanges and cooperation, international peace-network





